
Our class visited Bronner's to explore different  

traditions (Kwanza, Hanukah, Mexican Christmas and our 

Christmas traditions).   

We then went to the Saginaw Children's Museum as we 

explored our community.   

We also turned our classroom into Santa's  

workshop.  Students pretended to make toys, bake 

cookies, and became Santa, Mrs. Clause and Santa's 

Elves.  They had fun pretending to be at the North Pole, 

and our classroom Elf on a Shelf felt right at home.    

Merrill Park: Mrs. Novak’s Class 
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On December 9th, Mrs. Novak’s class had a Gingerbread house parent meeting where the 

students were able to create their very own Gingerbread houses to take home!  

 

On December 15th, the students went on a Field Trip to Bronner’s in Frankenmuth to visit 

Santa and then later visited the Saginaw Children’s Museum.  

 

Before the students left for Christmas break, they had Polar Express Day! They were  

able to decorate cookies and exchange Christmas gifts! 

Merrill Park: Mrs. Wilkin’s Class 

Saginaw Public Schools 



Cookies with Santa was on December 8th, 2016 

and was a great success! As a district, we have 

held this event for 16 years and the amount of 

support has been growing and growing each year! 

This year we had 111 students and 102 parents 

participate! Our students had fun decorating 

cookies, making arts and crafts, eating pizza, and 

of course having their pictures taken with Santa 

Clause! 
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Henry Doerr 

January 13th, was Family Game 

Day!! Parents and students came 

to participate in games such as  

Alphabet Bingo, Musical Chairs, 

Card Games, and Shape Bingo.  

There was an estimation jar full 

will 280 gummy bears! Nevaeh 

Henne guessed the  

closest amount of gummy bears 

and won the entire jar!  Con-

gratulations Nevaeh! 

Zilwaukee: Mr. Leroux’s Class 
December 9th, Mr. Lerox’s class had 

their Family Meeting-Holiday Edition.  

Children were able to explore various 

holiday stations (reading stories, art 

project, recipe) with their loved ones.  

We also enjoyed cookies and hot 

chocolate. 

December 19th, our PreK=5th grade 

Holiday Music Program took place. 

Our class sang “10 Little Snowflakes” 

and were the stars of the show! 

December 20th, our all school  

Growing Leaders Assembly took place. 

These monthly assemblies recognize 

Leaders of the Month from each 

grade level, for following a leadership 

trait from the 7 Habits. The PreK 

Leaders that were honored with their 

families include: Victoria Shivers, 

Adeanna McCloskey, and Urijah  

Hernandez.  

January 4th, we returned from our 

Christmas and began a new activity with 

our Leader of the Day. The leader dress-

es up in a Mail Carrier outfit and delivers 

child created cards to designated loca-

tions in the building.  

January 19th, Mr. Lerox’s class visited 

the Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum.  

January 13th, we had our Mother and 

Son Math Night/Dinner/Dance with 

math games. The students and their 

mothers had a blast!! 
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Stone: Mrs. Adair 

Mrs. Adair and her children enjoy 

playing “snow” balloon when it’s too 

wet to go outside.  

In December, Mrs. Adair’s class set up  San-

ta's Workshop. The children could  

assemble a tree, make cookies for Santa and 

Rudolph, feed Rudolph, and  prepare (dress 

the dolls) for Santa's sleigh.      

At the Santa’s Workshop, students’ were 

also able to fix broken toys, write Christmas 

cards, read holiday books, and even wash 

Santa’s dishes!! 

We had our Parent/Child Meeting on 

December 9th. Students’ made  

stockings and cut-out presents as 

decorations for their homes.  

Stone: Mrs. Phillip’s Class 

Mrs. Phillip’s students’ had fun decorating 

ginger bread houses on December 15th.  
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Antwan Ward, Alleer Mushatt, Nia Johnson,  

and Kye-Symone Knox  

Perfect Attendance 

Loomis: Mrs. Miller’s Class 
In Mrs. Millers room, on December 

14th, Jamie Kagol, the meteorologist 

at NBC 25 came for an educational 

visit! He taught the children about  

precipitation, seasons, and rainbows! 

He even showed their picture on the 

evening news!!   

January 13th, Mrs. Miller had a  

Parent Meeting with coffee for the 

parents and juice for the children. 

The children made counting books 

because they are currently focusing 

on math.  

On January 19th, the children had a 

blast at the Saginaw Children’s  

Museum!! 

Jayden Marlow and Jamarion Adams  

Henry Doerr Early Childhood Center 

Did You Know??? 

 Starting in preschool, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school. 

  Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children 

catch up. 

 Poor attendance can influence whether children can read proficiently by the end of third grade or 

be held back.  

 According to the University of Chicago Consortium of Chicago School Research followed 25,000      

3- and 4- year old served by Chicago Public Schools’ school-based preschool  

programs and found that nearly half of 3- year olds and more than one- third of 4- year olds missed 

at least 10 percent of the school year. Chronic absence for 4- year old students correlated with 

weaker kindergarten readiness scores, including letter recognition and  



Isabella Quintero and Hailey Pignatelli  
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Handley Elementary  

Isaac Mauch  

Stone Elementary 

Jasmyn Lewis  

Kempton Elementary 

Cedric Adams and Elijah Antoine  

Perfect Attendance Continued... 
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Deontae Jones and Onesti Harris  

Victoria Shivers  

Jessie Rouse 

Michael Boli Jr  

Perfect Attendance Continued... 

Jessie Loomis  

Zilwaukee Elementary  
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    What you can do as a Parent to Improve your 

Children's Attendance  

Set a regular bedtime and morning routine. 

Avoid medical appointments and extended 

trips when school is in session. 

Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 

If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to Teachers, 

Parent Advocates or other parents for advice on how to make them 

feel comfortable and excited about learning. 

Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. 

Don’t let your child stay home 

unless he/she is truly sick. 

Keep in mind complaints of a 

stomach ache or headache can 

be a sign of anxiety and not a 

reason to stay home. 


