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     CITY OF SAGINAW

Dear SPSD Parents, Students, and Community Stakeholders,

Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of students and staff 
who were harmed by the recent attack at Majory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida on Wednesday, February 14, 2018. We 
want to assure families, students, and community partners that we take 
proactive measures to protect our children.

Our schools have Crisis Management Teams and plans for emergency/disaster drills that we 
routinely practice to ensure that our buildings are secure and that students and staff know how 
to respond to external threats. Our Safe Schools Healthy Students Program offers a wide-array 
of counseling support for students and families who experience traumatic events within our 
community or schools. We ask that parents and students contact our administration, teachers, 
security personnel, and support staff to report instances of threats directed at other people. We 
have an excellent working relationship with local and state law enforcement officials to protect 
the health and safety of our students.

I have asked building administrators, instructional staff, counselors, and social workers to 
provide students and families with more communication on how to work with district personnel 
to prevent crisis. Proactive security measures do help maintain the safety of students and staff 
and mitigate harm when confronted with disastrous situations. Please work with members of 
your child’s school community to keep all of our children safe. 

As always, thank you for your continued support and partnership.

Sincerely,

Nathaniel B. McClain
Superintendent
Saginaw Public School District
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Mastering your Math Facts
By the end of 2nd grade, students should know their addition and 
subtraction facts through 20 from memory. By the end of 4th grade, students 
should know their multiplication and division facts through 12 also from 
memory. This helps students solve more difficult problems because their 
brain is not focused on the facts. At home, you can help your child master 
their math facts by practicing with flash cards, using games, or having a 
family competition. Students in grades 2-6 have access to FASTT MATH at 
home, a program to work on speedy math facts. A link to FASTT MATH can 
be found on the student page of the district website.

Middle School & High School Math News
There are many opportunities for students to participate in summer 
activities. Please reach out to your counselor, principal, math teacher, or the 
math coaches for more information. 

 � Michigan Technological University has a Summer Youth Program 
for students to attend on a scholarship. Students in grades 9-11 have the 
opportunity to attend many different week-long engineering programs. The 
scholarship is valued at over $1,000 that covers tuition, room and board, 
and supplies. Each program has a separate online application that can 
be found at (https://www.syp.mtu.edu/discover-competitive-scholarship-
programs.php)

 � Michigan Technological University has a summer program for girls in 
grades 6 – 8 to explore a variety of engineering disciplines. The students 
work together on activities and projects and experience college life for a 
week. The scholarship is valued at over $1,000. Applications can be found at 
(https://www.syp.mtu.edu/discover-competitive-scholarship-programs.php).

 � There is a summer Paid Research Opportunity for High School Students 
– Dow Science & Sustainability Education Center at SVSU. Students will 
work during the SVSU summer term: July 9 – August 16. Students email a 
cover letter, resume (including your GPA), and a letter of recommendation 
from a teacher to Adrianne Cole (acole@svsu.edu) by March 23. Reach 
out to Christine Klein (clklein@spsd.net) if interested in applying for the 
program.

 � Michigan State University has an AIMS (ANR Institute for Multicultural 
Students) Program designed to give high school (grades 9-11) students 
broad exposure to the food and agricultural sciences, natural resources and 
related fields. The program will be held July 8-13, 2018 and students will 
stay on campus at MSU. More information can be found at (http://www.
canr.msu.edu/academics/pre_college/anr_institute_for_multicultural_
students_aims/)

 � Michigan State University has a Future DOcs Summer Camp for students 
currently in grades 7, 8, or 9 and interested in a career in health care. This is 
a one week summer camp held on the campus of MSU in partnership with 
the College of Osteopathic Medicine. Dates for the program are June 24-29. 
Application deadline: May 2, 2018.
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K-3 EARLY LITERACY UPDATES 
The Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (MAISA) and the General 
Education Leadership Network (GELN) created an Early Literacy Task Force subcommittee. 
The goal was to develop a document with research based strategies to support Michigan’s efforts 
for improving children’s literacy. This document, Grades K-3 Essential Instructional Practices 
in Early Literacy, was generated embodying 10 essential early literacy practices. These 10 
essentials provide educators, parents, and all school personnel with research-based strategies 
which should support literacy instruction for all K-3 students. 

Saginaw Public School District is implementing this set of essential early literacy practices to 
provide opportunities for all the schools to focus on daily classroom instruction based on the 
latest reading strategies with daily fidelity. Research suggests that the following 10 early literacy 
essentials in classroom practices have been found to empower students with blueprints and 
methods to achieve academic gains and to be highly engaged in their learning:

Essential # 1: Deliberate research informed efforts to foster motivation and engagement 
within and across lessons.

Essential # 2: Read alouds of age appropriate books and other materials, print or digital.
Essential # 3: Small group and individual instruction, using a variety of grouping strategies, 

most often with flexible groups formed and instruction targeted to children’s 
observed and assessed needs in specific aspects of literacy development.

Essential # 4: Activities that build phonological awareness.
Essential # 5: Explicit instruction in letter-sound relationships.
Essential # 6: Research and standards aligned writing instruction.
Essential # 7: Intentional and ambitious efforts to build vocabulary and content knowledge.
Essential # 8: Abundant reading material and reading opportunities in the classroom.
Essential # 9: Ongoing observation and assessment of children’s language development that 

informs their education.
Essential # 10: Collaboration with families in promoting literacy.

As guardians you may support fostering  
early literacy at home as follows:

 � Promoting daily independent reading  and allowing your child to choose a book.
 � Discussing the pictures and connecting the story being read to real life.
 � Reading daily and together with your child.
 � Re-reading familiar and favorite books.
 � Retelling stories that have been reread.
 � Asking your child questions about what was read with 5 W’S + How:  

Who? When? Where? What? Why? & How?
 � Help your child to make connections between books read and personal life:

 What does it make you think of? How do you connect to the story? What was your favor-
ite part of the story? Why?

 � Writing about what you see, think, wonder, or write a reading response/retelling.
 � Visiting the public library. 
 � Connect what your child reads to real life and seek announcements about local  

museums and download passes to local museums.  
http://www.plymouthrockets.com or www.michiganactivitypass.info

 � Participate in family literacy activities during the summer.

“Every child deserves a champion: an adult who will never give up on 
them, who undertands the power of connection and insists they  

become the best they can possibly be.”  — Rita Pierson

For more information, please visit:
 � Essential Instructional Practices in Early Literacy-Pre-K
 � Essential Instructional Practices in Early Literacy-Kindergarten to Grade 3
 � Essential Instructional Practices in Literacy-Grades 4 and 5

Kindergartners writing  
100 sight words!
ESSENTIAL # 5 • Explicit instruction 
in letter-sound relationships.

STONE’s Kindergartners  
reading in small groups!
ESSENTIAL # 3 • Differentiated  
individual & small group instruction.

GRAPESEED Interventionist supporting 
first graders at Herig Elementary with oral 
language instruction, reading, speaking, 
listening, writing, and singing!
ESSENTIALS # 4-5

Arthur Eddy’s 
third graders 
enjoy an intentional read-aloud!
ESSENTIALS # 1-2
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FAMILY  ENGAGEMENT  
Books and Breakfast Read Across America • MARCH 2, 2018

E VERY  CH I LD,  E VERY 
CL A SSRO O M ,  E VERYDAY!

LITERACY ESSENTIALS

STONE ELEMENTARY 1st and 2nd Graders
ESSENTIALS # 1, 3, 7 • Small and individual group instruction, using a  variety of group-
ing strategies, most often with flexible groups formed and instruction targeted to children’s 
observed and assessed needs in specific aspect of literacy development.

Handley’s 2nd Grade Students  
Reading Independently
ESSENTIALS # 1, 2, 3, 7

“The more that you read, the more things you will know.  
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” — Dr. Seuss

ESSENTIALS # 1, 2, 10
Providing students with oppor-
tunities to choose a wide variety 
of reading materials, genres, and 
multicultural literature which are 
connected to children’s interests 
to develop strong readers!
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MERRILL PARK
Merrill Park had a successful Kick Off of their PBIS program. 
In fact, parents also attended the Kick Off where they received 
brochures that explained what PBIS is and what it will look like 
at Merrill Park. Merrill Park’s acronym is PAWS which stands 
for Positive in attitude, Always respectful, Willing to learn, 
and Safe. It isn’t hard to miss with all the banners and signs 
hanging from the ceiling in the main hallway. It is apparent 
to all that enter, that something exciting is going on. In the 
gym, staff, students, and parents were greeted by the principal 
and learned about what PAWS looks like in each area of the 
building. They watched video clips of teachers demonstrating 
what NOT to do. Students giggled watching their teachers 
behaving badly and were able to easily identify the appropriate 
kinds of behavior that they should demonstrate instead. After 
the school-wide assembly, teachers escorted their students 
around the building to detail expected behavior in each area. 
Students were engaged and excited about the new initiative. 
The day wrapped up with a “glowing” celebration as students 
returned to the gym to received glow sticks and necklaces in 
acknowledgement of their attention and participation in the 
events the day.

JESSIE ROUSE
Lots of preparation and teamwork went into planning their 
kickoff as staff and students spent the day engaged in the work 
of PBIS. At the start of the day, students were escorted to the 
gym by their teachers for a school-wide assembly. All teachers 
and staff wore t-shirts that displayed their acronym PAWS, 
which stands for Politeness, Achievement, Willing to Learn, 
and Safety. During the assembly students watched a video 
of staff and students promoting PAWS and learned that they 
would be moving throughout the building after the assembly 
to learn more about how to demonstrate appropriate behavior 
in every area of the building. Staff was given a schedule and 
moved kids from the gym to visit the media center, hallway, 
cafeteria, and even outside to the bus. At each location, staff 
explained the expectations to students and students were 
attentive and curious.  Later, the students returned to the 
gym to recap the day. Teachers and staff were encouraged to 
look for students demonstrating appropriate behavior and to 
acknowledge them by handing out tickets. The entire day was 
exciting, well organized, and an excellent way to kickoff this 
new initiative.
Great Job Team! 

Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS) is an approach 
to teaching and supporting positive 
behaviors while meeting the needs of 
ALL students.  This school-wide approach 
to discipline focuses on building a safe 
and positive environment in which all 
students can learn.

This is the second year of installation of 
PBIS in Saginaw Public Schools. Last year, 
this initiative began with only five (5) 
schools. Currently, twelve (12) schools, 
both elementary and secondary, are 
implementing PBIS in the buildings.  

To introduce (or re-introduce) PBIS to 
the students, each school holds a Kick Off 
school assembly at the start of the school 
year. The schools new to PBIS this year 
held their Kick Off school assembly at the 
start of second semester.

The Kick Off assembly is an informative 
and engaging time for students. The intent 
is to provide students with an overview of 
each school’s PBIS program. It is a time 
for fun and learning. 

PBIS
Positive Behavioral 

Interventions & Support

KICK-OFF ASSEMBLIES

JANUARY 2018
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ZILWAUKEE
At Zilwaukee’s school-wide Kick Off all students and staff 
gathered together in the gym for an assembly. Staff wore 
their school colors and t-shirts. Many of the students were 
dressed in school t-shirts to show their school pride as well. 
Staff was ready, students were eagerly anticipating an exciting 
presentation, but the technology faltered. That didn’t stop 
the quick thinking staff of Zilwaukee. The principal gave the 
charge after she and her team huddled around the computer 
cart deciding their next move. Students would begin their 
rotations through the various stations to learn about the 
expectations for each location and the school wide assembly 
would happen at the end of the day. Staff quickly adjusted their 
plans and was able to move students throughout the building to 
describe appropriate and inappropriate behaviors of each location. 
When staff and students returned to the gym at the end of the 
day, everything went smoothly. Students viewed a video starring 
the staff and students of Zilwaukee demonstrating appropriate 
and inappropriate behaviors in the classroom and hallway. Staff 
participated in role-playing the right and wrong way to behave 

in the cafeteria. Students laughed at the outrageous behavior 
demonstrated by staff. The principal explained that much of what 
had been demonstrated by staff has been behavior that has been 
observed throughout the building. Students now know for sure what 
kind of behavior is expected and acceptable.

Saginaw High School held their Kick Off and it was a day 
full of positive vibes and Trojan PRIDE. At the start of 2nd 
hour, students were escorted by their teachers to a number 
of locations throughout the building where they were met by 
staff who taught the behavior expectations for each location. 
Students learned how to demonstrate PRIDE in the Media 
Center, Main Office, and hallways, just to name a few. At the 
end of the day, all students attended an energetic presentation 
in the auditorium where they received T-shirts and other 
prizes if they could articulate the behavior expectations for the 
building. The band played, Student Council was introduced, 
and the Administrators acknowledged students. The students 
were attentive and excited. Staff attended, wearing their Trojan 
gear, and were recognized as well. 

ARTHUR HILL
At the start of the semester, the staff and students of Arthur 
Hill enjoyed a day of acknowledging students who have 
demonstrated GRIT. At Arthur Hill, GRIT stands for 
Growth Mindset, Resiliency, Integrity, and Tenacity. Staff 
acknowledged students demonstrating these characteristics by 
handing students GRIT slips. By using the slips, the staff was 
able to talk to students about why they received the GRIT slip. 
The students placed the tickets into a container in the office. 
Students who received GRIT slips were invited to a special 
lunch and given free admittance to the “Staff vs. Students” 
basketball game that afternoon. Students were working hard, 
making good decisions, and being recognized for doing so. 

SAGINAW HIGH SCHOOL
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showed their PAWSome-ness  
during their PBIS kickoff event. 

The whole building was involved in keeping students focused on 
their Leadership skills and how to be PAWSome Leaders.

KEMPTON

COUGARSCOUGARS
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ARTHUR EDDY ACADEMY
Latoya Babers has two children who attend 
Saginaw Public Schools and is in her first year 
serving as the Title I Parent Liaison at Arthur 
Eddy Academy. She enjoys working with 
children and sports.

Advice to Parents: “I want every parent to 
know that you are a vital piece in your child’s education. The 
more engaged you are, the more your child will be.”

I do this because… “I know it takes a village to raise our 
kids and I want to remain active in helping kids with their 
education as well as their mental stability.”

ARTHUR HILL HIGH SCHOOL
Regina Hilburn has two children who attend 
Saginaw Public Schools and is in her first year 
serving as the Title I Parent Liaison at Arthur 
Hill. She is interested in helping others become 
advocates of their children’s education.

Advice to Parents: “Visit your child’s school 
as often as you can, if your child knows that their education 
is important to you, they will do better in school. I am a 
firm believer that if you show an interest in your child’s daily 
activities and what takes place in school, they will prosper in 
tasks that will be put before them.”

I do this because… “I want to make sure that parents and staff 
work well together as a true working team.”

CHESTER MILLER ELEMENTARY
Donisha Maxey has four children who attend 
Saginaw Public Schools and is in her second 
year serving as the Title I Parent Liaison at 
Chester Miller. She enjoys working with other 
parents, children, going to church, reading, 
and couponing.

Advice to Parents: “It is time to stop talking about getting 
engaged, just do it. Find out when and where you can help and 
don’t be afraid to ask questions.”
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I do this because… “I believe it is my mission to show other 
parents the real “why” of why it’s so important to be involved 
in your children’s school and education… bottom line, they 
need you and the schools need your support too.”

HERIG ELEMENTARY &  
THOMPSON MIDDLE SCHOOL

Stefanie Koebke has four children who attend 
Saginaw Public Schools and is in her first year 
serving as the Title I Parent Liaison at both 
Herig Elementary and Thompson Middle 
School. She enjoys working with kids, fishing, 
camping, and spending time with family. She is 
also a soccer coach and loves to volunteer.

Advice to Parents: “Be involved with your children as much as 
you can, they grow up really fast.”

I do this because… “I wanted to change what it means to 
be a parent and be involved as much as I can with my own 
children.” 

JESSIE LOOMIS MATH, SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY

Freddie Mae Akins Marshall is the mother of 
four adult children, 16 grandchildren and four 
great grandchildren. Three of her grandchildren 
currently attend Saginaw Public Schools and 
three of them are graduates of Saginaw Public 
Schools. Mrs. Marshall has been the Title I 
Parent Liaison at Jessie Loomis for five years. 

She enjoys working with children at schools and at church. She 
also enjoys helping others, cooking, working with Ms. Pruitt on 
parent engagement, and the other parent liaisons.

Advice to Parents: “Show up and be there for your children. 
When you can’t, just work with us… we will help you get what 
you need.”

I do this because… “I want the best for families and see all 
children happy.”

PARENT POWER
 Title I Parent Liaisons Offer Involvement Advice to Other Parents

Saginaw Public Schools’ Title I parent leaders are working hard around the clock to not only help their individual schools, but the district 
as a whole to achieve its family and community engagement goals. The parent liaisons meet monthly and are trained by the district’s Family 
Engagement Specialist, Tiffany L. Pruitt on Title I Parental Involvement compliance, policies, and procedures. They are also receiving 
guidance on how to actively engage other families, school staff, and other stakeholders. There are currently 12 Title I Parent Liaisons who 
assists with family engagement activities in Saginaw Public Schools.
 
Here are some fun facts about some of our parent liaisons and some advice they have for families…
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JESSIE ROUSE ELEMENTARY
Theresa S. Sturdivant has one grown daughter 
who graduated from Saginaw Public Schools, 
eight sons, and two grandchildren who 
currently attend Saginaw Public Schools. She 
has been the Title I Parent Liaison at Jessie 
Rouse for two years. She enjoys going to 
church, Bible study, spending time with family, 

watching movies, completing word search puzzles, playing 
games with family and friends, meeting new and interesting 
people, traveling, and helping others.

Advice to Parents: “I enjoy being a parent liaison because 
I enjoy meeting and working with parents, families, the 
community, and the SPSD staff. I especially enjoy working 
with Tiffany Pruitt in ways to engage families to get involved 
in their child’s school and the community. I have acquired so 
much more knowledge and information through the numerous 
resources I have come across, met many new amazing people. I 
encourage you to just come and be inspired and motivated.” 

I do this because… “I want to assist with the process of 
bringing our community closer starting with families at Jessie 
Rouse and the entire Saginaw Public Schools District.”

MERRILL PARK ELEMENTARY
Aliscia Martinez has two children who attend 
Saginaw Public Schools. This is her first year as 
the Title I Parent Liaison at Merrill Park. She 
enjoys arts and crafts.

Advice to Parents: “Always be involved 
with your children. Show your children that 

there are always new ways to learn and that education is 
everywhere.”

I do this because… “I know times have changed and as 
parents, we have to learn as well so that we can help our 
children achieve. I am a very positive person and always 
willing to learn more ideas on how to communicate with my 
children and others.”

SAGINAW HIGH SCHOOL
Tamelka Richardson–Doster currently has one 
son who attends Saginaw Public Schools and 
in her second year the Title I Parent Liaison at 
Saginaw High.  She enjoys reading, listening to 
music, volunteer work, socializing and church 
activities.

Advice to Parents: “Never give up. As your child gets older, 
it will bring on new challenges. However, seek help and 
resources. You have to know that not every staff member in the 
schools, community partner, teacher, administrator or coach 
is in it for the money. Do not be afraid to learn from others 
because you will find that someone else has been through some 
of the exact same things you are going through with your child 
or children.”

I do this because… “I enjoy my role as a parent liaison. I enjoy 
learning all of the knowledgeable information I receive from 
attending meetings and trainings. I make sure I pass along 
the information to other parents. This type of information 
has assisted me with parenting my sons and has become a 
domino effect year after year as I work with others. I do this 
because I am a part of preparing and graduating students from 
our district and having them come back to speak about their 
current experiences.” 

STONE ELEMENTARY
Carol Carroll has three grandchildren who 
attend Saginaw Public Schools. In addition to 
her grandchildren, Ms. Carroll is also a proud 
parent, great grandparent and Godparent. She 
has been Title I Parent Liaison at Stone for 
three years. She loves working with children, 
families and going to church.

Advice to Parents: “Your child’s self-esteem and confidence 
is built up when they see you, as their parents, engaged in the 
schools and in their school activities. They will try harder to 
succeed when they know they got your support. Trust me; 
they will try to get good grades because they want to make you 
proud.”

I do this because… “I have a love for helping parents and 
children through their journey in life. I believe that if I could 
even help one child succeed or help a parent help their child 
succeed, I am encouraged knowing I have done a good thing.”
 
ZILWAUKEE LEADER IN ME SCHOOL

Regina (Jeannie) Burkhart has one grandchild 
who attends Saginaw Public Schools and three 
children who have graduated from Saginaw 
Public Schools.  This is her first year as Title I 
Parent Liaison at Zilwaukee. She enjoys being a 
very involved parent and grandparent. 

Advice to Parents: “Please get involved and make time to be 
involved… your children are our future.”

I do this because… “I want to make a difference and motivate 
every parent to be engaged and involved with their children 
because it is worth it.”

To learn more about Family Engagement in 
Saginaw Public Schools or to become a Title I 
Parent Liaison, contact Tiffany L. Pruitt, Family  
& Community Engagement Specialist at  
(989) 399-5618 or tpruitt@spsd.net.
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What does it mean to be prepared to learn?
The National Sleep Foundation has released the recommended number of 
sleep hours each day by age group. The recommendations are:

Newborns (0-3 months) 14-17 hours per day
Infants (4-11 months) 12-15 hours
Toddlers (1-2 years) 11-14 hours
Preschoolers (3-5 years) 10-13 hours
School age children (6-13 years) 9-11 hours
Teenagers (14-17 years) 8-10 hours
Adults (18+ years) 7-9 hours

This means an elementary student who gets up at 7:00 a.m. should 
be in bed at 8:00 p.m. Middle school students who get up at 6:30 a.m. 
should be asleep no later than 9:30 p.m. High school students should 
be in bed asleep before 10:00 p.m. for a 6:00 a.m. wake up time. The 
American Academy of Pediatrics recommends no screen time one 

hour before bed and limiting 
screen time to less than two 
hours per day. Screen time includes 
phones, computers, and television. 

The hour before bed is a great time 
for reading, studying, having family 
conversations, making a healthy 
snack, journal writing, playing a 
board or card game, or listening to 
music. Starting good habits now will 
go a long way toward a healthy body 
and mind that is ready to learn.


