A Parent’s Guide to MAP

Parent’s Guide to MAP Growth
Children learn better—and faster—when teachers have a clear picture of what each
student knows and is ready to learn next. That’s why a group of educators and
researchers founded NWEA®, a not-for-profit organization that has created some
of the most trusted and reliable assessment solutions available. More than 9 million
students in the US and in 140 countries worldwide use MAP® Growth™.

How it Works
MAP Growth is a computer-adaptive test. If your child answers a question correctly,
the next question is more challenging. If they answer incorrectly, the next one is
easier. This type of assessment challenges top performers without overwhelming
students whose skills are below grade level.
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MAP Growth begins with a
question at each student’s
grade level and adjusts the
level of difficulty based on
individual performance.

220

210

200

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Test Item

What it Measures
MAP Growth uses a RIT scale to accurately measure what students know, regardless
of their grade level. It also measures growth over time, allowing you to track your
child’s progress throughout the school year and across multiple years. Once your child
completes a MAP Growth test, they receive a RIT score.
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The RIT scale precisely
measures student
performance, regardless
of whether they’re
performing on, above,
or below grade level.

The Results: Your Child’s RIT Score
RIT scores have the same meaning across grade levels.
If a fourth-grade student and an eighth-grade student
have the same RIT score in reading, then they are testing
at the same level in that subject.
You can use your child’s RIT score to help them meet
their goals. For example, students can enter their RIT
scores into our college explorer tool to see which
colleges and universities they’re on track to enter. You
can also check out online resources that use RIT scores
to provide students with book recommendations and

“MAP Growth is important because
it allows my teacher and me to see
how much I know and my percentile
growth. In math, my score used to
be 227 (70th percentile), but it is
now 240 (87th percentile). I didn’t
know I was capable of so much
growth, but in the end I was.”

web-based exercises, such as yourreadingpath.com and
khanacademy.org.

Kayla, 6th grade
Santa Ana, CA

COMMON QUESTIONS
How do schools and
teachers use MAP
Growth scores?

Teachers can use the score to inform instruction, personalize learning, and monitor the
growth of individual students. Principals and administrators can use the scores to see the
performance and progress of a grade level, school, or the entire district.

Can MAP Growth
tell me if my child is
working at grade level?

Yes, but please note that MAP Growth scores are just one data point that teachers use to
determine how a student is performing. Please discuss any questions that you have about
your child’s performance with your child’s teacher.

How often will my child
take MAP Growth tests?

Most schools give MAP Growth tests to students at the beginning, middle, and end of the
school year (in the fall, winter, and spring). Some schools choose to administer tests only
twice a year.

What are norms?

NWEA provides schools with norms every three years. This is anonymous data from more
than 10 million students around the country. Knowing the top, middle, and bottom scores
of all these students combined allows teachers to compare where your child is to other
students and help them grow.

Is MAP Growth a
standardized test?

Unlike a standardized test, MAP Growth is administered periodically during the school year.
Instead of asking all students the same questions, it adjusts to each child’s performance—
giving a more accurate measure of what they know. Teachers also receive results right
away, which enables them to react more quickly.

What types of
questions are on
MAP Growth tests?

The MAP Growth tests include multiple choice, drag-and-drop, and other types of
questions. For sample tests, visit warmup.nwea.org.

For tips on getting ready for MAP Growth testing, check out our blog:
nwea.org/blog/category/parents
Find more parent resources at nwea.org/parent-toolkit

NWEA® is a not-for-profit organization that supports students and educators worldwide by providing assessment solutions, insightful reports,
professional learning offerings, and research services. Visit NWEA.org to find out how NWEA can partner with you to help all kids learn.
© NWEA 2017. MAP and NWEA are registered trademarks, and MAP Skills, MAP Growth, and Measuring What Matters are trademarks, of NWEA in the US and in other countries.
Illustrations © Adam Simpson and Heart 2017. The names of other companies and their products mentioned are the trademarks of their respective owners.
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This guide was created as a resource to help your family better
understand MAP and your child’s results.
1. What is MAP?
You may be familiar with paper and pencil tests where all students are asked the same questions and spend a
fixed amount of time taking the test. Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®), created by Northwest Evaluation
Association™ (NWEA™), is different. MAP is a computer adaptive test, which means every student gets a unique set
of test questions based on responses to previous questions. As the student answers correctly, questions get harder. If
the student answers incorrectly, the questions get easier. By the end of the test, most students will answer about half
the questions correctly.

2. What does MAP measure?
MAP results are provided as a numerical RIT score. This score is used to measure a student’s achievement level at
different times of the school year and compute growth. Think of this like marking height on a growth chart. You can
tell how tall your child is at various points in time and how much they have grown between one time and another.

3. What is a RIT score?
After each MAP test, students receive a RIT score. Think of the score as a student’s height. The score reflects the
student’s academic knowledge, skills, and abilities like inches reflect height.
The RIT (Rasch Unit) scale is a stable, equal-interval scale, like feet and inches. Equal-interval means that a change
of 10 RIT points indicates the same thing regardless of whether a student is at the top, bottom, or middle of the
scale, and a RIT score has the same meaning regardless of grade level or age of the student. Scores over time can be
compared to tell how much growth a student has made, similar to measuring height with a ruler.
You can find out more about the RIT scale here.

4. How do schools and teachers use MAP scores?
NWEA provides many different reports to help schools and teachers use MAP information. Schools, grade levels, and
classes can be monitored to see how students are growing.
Teachers can see the progress of individual students and of their class as a whole. Students with similar MAP scores
are generally ready for instruction in similar skills and topics. MAP also provides data around the typical growth for
students who are in the same grade, subject, and have the same starting achievement level. This data is often used
to help students set goals and understand what they need to learn to achieve their goals.

5. Can MAP tell me if my child is working at grade level?
Just as a doctor has a chart showing the most common heights of people at certain ages, NWEA has put together
charts showing the median RIT scores for students at various grade levels. NWEA researchers examined the scores of
millions of students to find the average scores for students in various grades. You can see a chart of these scores in
the Comparative Data to Inform Instructional Decisions PDF. Please note that MAP scores are just one data point
that teachers use to determine how a student is performing. Please discuss any questions that you have about your
child’s performance with your child’s teacher.
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6. What subjects are available with MAP?
There are MAP tests for grades 2 – 12 in reading, language usage, mathematics, and science.
There are also Primary Grades tests for grades K – 2 in reading and mathematics. With these child-friendly tests for
young learners, students wear headphones since many questions include audio to assist those who are still learning
to read. The tests for grades K – 2 may also be referred to as MAP for Primary Grades (MPG).

7. How long is a MAP test?
Tests are not timed, and students may take as much time as they need to complete them. Most students take less
than an hour to complete a MAP test. MPG tests typically last a shorter time.

8. How often will my child take MAP tests?
Most schools give MAP tests to students at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year. Some schools have
students take MAP tests at other times throughout the year.

9. Is MAP a standardized test? How is it different from “highstakes” or state tests?
Most state or high-stakes tests are called summative tests. They measure what students already know, based on what
is expected at their grade level, and are typically given at the end of the school year as a way to measure grade-level
proficiency.
MAP tests are interim tests. This means they may be given periodically during the year. MAP is based on the same
standards as the summative tests so they measure similar content. Teachers receive immediate results with MAP that
show what students know and what they are ready to learn. The results can be used to help personalize lessons at
the appropriate level for the students.

10. What type of questions are on MAP tests? Are there sample
tests?
The MAP tests include multiple choice, drag and drop, and other types of questions. You can access some short
sample tests to get an idea of what MAP questions look like.

11. Are MAP tests accessible?
Yes, NWEA is committed to making our tests accessible for all students. Download our Accessibility and
Accommodations FAQ for more details.

12. What information will I receive from my child’s school?
Most schools will provide your child’s Student Progress Report. This report contains information and scores from
your child’s most recent and past MAP tests. A simplified sample report with definitions and explanations is included
in this document to help you better understand the report. Please contact your child’s school or teacher directly for
any additional information.

Partnering to Help All Kids Learn | NWEA.org | 503.624.1951 | 121 NW Everett St., Portland, OR 97209
®

13. How do I learn more about my child’s test results?
Contact your child’s school or teacher with any specific questions you may have about your child’s test results.
Due to privacy laws regarding student information (specifically stemming from the Federal Educational Rights and Privacy
Act, FERPA), NWEA is unable to discuss any student information, test results, or school assessment programs directly with
parents, guardians, or other family members.

14. How can I help my child prepare for MAP tests?
Your child’s teacher will help with any pre-test instructions to explain the test to the students. Just like any school day, make
sure your child is well-rested and fed with a well-rounded diet. Encourage them to do their best.

15. What does NWEA do with my child’s information? Is it secure?
NWEA uses technological and operational measures to ensure security and privacy. A few of these include: regular security
audits and monitoring, technological controls, physical access controls, and privacy training for employees.
NWEA does not use your child’s personally identifiable information (PII) for any purpose other than to provide services to
your child’s school. Combined information that has been stripped of PII, and therefore is not traceable to any student, is used
for research and development so we can continuously improve our products and accelerate learning for all students.
We do not sell PII. Data sharing (if any) is completely at the control of the educational institutions that purchase our products.

Founded by educators nearly 40 years ago, NWEA is a global not-for-profit educational services organization known for
our flagship interim assessment, MAP. More than 7,800 partners in US schools, school districts, education agencies, and
international schools trust us to offer pre-kindergarten through grade 12 assessments that accurately measure student
growth and learning needs, professional development that fosters educators’ ability to accelerate student learning, and
research that supports assessment validity and data interpretation. To better inform instruction and maximize every learner’s
academic growth, educators currently use NWEA assessments with nearly eight million students.
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Quick Reference
This Quick Reference sample report is meant to help you understand the Student Progress Report for your child. The Student Progress Report you receive will
contain your child’s NWEA MAP test results.
The MAP tests determine your child’s instructional level and measure academic growth throughout the school years in which your child was tested. NWEA
researchers analyze test data from millions of students and determine how students MAP scores typically change over time based on the subject, grade, and
their starting achievement level. The report uses this information to show you how your child is doing compared to other students in the same grade in your
child’s school district and across the United States.
Your child’s MAP results are provided as a numerical RIT score. Your child’s report may contain multiple charts reflecting the various test subject areas. Because
school districts can make several choices when they print this report, your report may look different; for example, you may see a bar chart instead of a line
graph. This will not change the meaning of the data on the report.
If you have questions about this report, please contact your child’s school or teacher.
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Chart Legend
1. Student RIT – The student’s RIT score on each test.
2. District Grade Level Mean RIT – The average RIT score for students in the
same school district and same grade and subject that were tested at the same
time as the student named on this report. This number is only generated
after the district finishes testing. If you do not see this number, it is because
the district did not mark the testing season complete for the term.
3. Norm Grade Level Mean RIT – The average RIT score for students who
were in the same grade and tested in the same subject in the same term. If
you do not see this number, it is because it is not available due to a lack of
sufficient comparable data for the grade and subject.
4. Student RIT Projection – The projected RIT score when the student takes a
future test. This projection is based on how the student has performed on
past tests and how other students in the same grade and subject who tested
in the same term with similar scores have performed.
5. Goals Performance – Each test subject, like Reading, is broken down into
different areas called “goals.” This section shows how the student did on
each goal area. You may see a RIT range here, or a descriptive adjective. Goal
descriptors translate the percentile to one of the following: Low (percentile
less than 21), LoAvg (percentile between 21 and 40), Avg (percentile between
41 and 60), HiAvg (percentile between 61 and 80), and High (percentile
greater than 80). So, for example, if the student’s score for “Building
Vocabulary” is HiAvg, this means that the student is performing better in
this goal than 61-80% of other students in the same grade. If you see an
asterisk (*) for any goal, that means that the goal score was not able to be
calculated due to too many questions answered incorrectly.
6. Lexile® Range – This range appears when the student has taken a reading
test. This range allows you to find reading materials appropriate for your
student. You can use it with online resources to identify appropriately
®
challenging books, periodicals, and other reading material. Lexile is a
trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc.

Results Table Legend
7. Growth Comparison Period – The terms that define the time frame for
which the RIT Growth, Growth Projection and Student RIT Projection
value(s) are calculated.
8. Term/Year – The test term (FA=fall, SP=spring, WI=winter, SU=summer) and
the year when the student took the test.
9. Grade – Grade of the student when the test was taken.
10. RIT – The middle, bold number is the student’s RIT score. The numbers on
either side of the bold RIT score define the RIT range. If retested soon, the
student’s score would fall within this range most of the time.
11. RIT Growth – This shows the student’s growth in RIT points made between
growth tests in the Growth Comparison Period. For example, if the Growth
Comparison Period (see #7 above) is fall to fall, this will show the growth
between consecutive fall tests.
12. Growth Projection – The average growth of students who were in the same
grade, tested in the same subject, were tested in the same initial term, and
began with a similar RIT score.
13. Percentile Range – The number in the middle is this student’s percentile
rank, or the percentage of students in the same grade that had a RIT score
less than or equal to this student’s score. The numbers on either side of the
percentile rank define the percentile range. If retested soon, the student’s
percentile rank would be within this range most of the time.
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