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Course Description: :   The goal of MYP Humanities is to foster in learners a respect and understanding that encourages global 

awareness and develops the skills of inquiry, communication, analysis, and reflection needed for a 21st century learner.  The Humanities 

programme seeks to encourage open-minded citizens with international perspectives that emphasize geography, history, economics, 

technology, culture, and civics.  Applying the areas of interaction and the learner profiles, students will enhance their intercultural 

awareness and communication. 
Grade Level Content Expectations 

H1 The World in Temporal Terms: Historical Habits of Mind 

(Ways of Thinking) 

Evaluate evidence, compare and contrast information, 

interpret the historical record, and develop sound historical 

arguments and perspectives on which informed decisions in 

contemporary life can be based. 

H1.1 Temporal Thinking 

Use historical conceptual devices to organize and study the 

past. 

H1.2 Historical Inquiry and Analysis 

Use historical inquiry and analysis to study the past. 

H1.4 Historical Understanding 

Use historical concepts, patterns, and themes to study the 

past.  

G1 The World in Spatial Terms: Geographical Habits of 

Mind 

Describe the relationships between people, places, and 

environments by using information that is in a geographic 

(spatial) context. Engage in mapping and analyzing the 

information to explain the patterns and relationships they 

reveal both between and among people, their cultures, and the 

natural environment. Identify and access information, 

evaluate it using criteria based on concepts and themes, and 

use geography in problem solving and decision- making. Explain 

and use key conceptual devices (places and regions, spatial 

patterns and processes) that geographers use to organize 

information and inform their study of the world.  

G1.1 Spatial Thinking 

Use maps and other geographic tools to acquire and process 

information from a spatial perspective. 

G1.2 Geographical Inquiry and Analysis 

Use geographic inquiry and analysis to answer important 

questions about relationships between people, cultures, their 

environment, and relations within the larger world context. 

G1.3 Geographical Understanding 

Use geographic themes, knowledge about processes and 

concepts to study the Earth. 

FOUNDATIONS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY AND 

GEOGRAPHY ERAS 1-3 

These foundational expectations are included to help students 

draw upon their previous study of American history and 

connect 8th grade United States history with the history 

studied in 5th grade. 

 

To set the stage for the study of U.S. history that 

begins with the creation of the U.S. Constitution, students 

should be able to draw upon an understanding of these 

politics and intellectual understandings. 

 

F1 POLITICAL AND INTELLECTUAL 

TRANSFORMATIONS 

MYP Aims and Objectives::   
  

The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP humanities are to 

encourage and enable the student to: 

• appreciate the range of human and environmental commonalities and 

diversities 

• understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, 

societies and environments in 

different contexts 

• understand how both environmental and human systems operate and 

evolve over time 

• identify and develop a concern for human and environmental well-being 

• act upon opportunities to be a responsible global citizen 

• develop effective inquiry skills to achieve conceptual understanding in 

humanities 

 

A Knowing and understanding 
• Use humanities terminology in context 

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content 

and concepts, appropriate to 

the age level, using descriptions, explanations and examples 

B Investigating 
• Formulate a clear and focused research question 

• Follow an action plan to investigate a research question 

• Use methods accurately to collect and record information consistent 

with the research question 

• Effectively address the research question 

C Thinking critically 
• Analyse concepts, events, issues, models and/or arguments 

• Analyse and evaluate a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, 

recognizing values and 

limitations 

• Recognize different perspectives and their implications 

• Make connections between information to make valid, well-supported 

arguments 

D Communicating 
• Communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the 

audience and purpose 

• Structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the 

specified format 

• Create a list of sources of information according to the task 

instructions 
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F1.1 Describe the ideas, experiences, and interactions 

thatinfluenced the colonists’ decisions to  

declare independence by analyzing 

o Colonial ideas about government (e.g., limited government, 

republicanism, protecting individual 

rights and promoting the common good, representative 

government, natural rights) (C2) 

o Experiences with self-government (e.g., House of Burgesses 

and town meeting) (C2) 

o Changing interactions with the royal government of Great 

Britain after the French and Indian War 

(C2) 

F1.2 Using the Declaration of Independence, including the 

grievances at the end of the document, 

describe the role this document played in expressing 
o Colonists’ views of government 

o Their reasons for separating from Great Britain (C2) 

F1.3 Describe the consequences of the American 

Revolution by analyzing the 

o Birth of an independent republican government (C2) 

o Creation of Articles of Confederation (C2) 

o Changing views on freedom and equality (C2) 

o And concerns over distribution of power within 

governments, between government and the governed, 

and among people 

U3 USHG ERA 3 – Revolution and the New Nation 

U3.3 Creating New Government(s) and a New Constitution 

Explain the challenges faced by the new nation and analyze 

the development of the Constitution as a new plan for 

governing. 

[Foundations for Civics HSCE Standard 2.2.] 
Note: Expectations U3.3.1–U3.3.5 address content that 

was introduced in Grade 5, but ask for explanation and 

analysis at a 

higher level than expected in Grade 5. They are included 

here to support in-depth discussion of the historical and 

philosophical origins of constitutional government in the 

United States. (U3.3.6) 

o Explain the reasons for the adoption and subsequent failure 

of the Articles of Confederation (e.g., why its 

drafters created a weak central government, challenges the 

nation faced under the Articles, Shays’ Rebellion, disputes 

over western lands). (C2) 8 – U3.3.1 

o Identify economic and political questions facing the nation 

during the period of the Articles of 

Confederation and the opening of the Constitutional 

Convention. (E1.4) 

8 – U3.3.2 

 

U3 USHG ERA 3 – Revolution and the New Nation 

U3.3 Creating New Government(s) and a New Constitution 

Explain the challenges faced by the new nation and analyze 

the development of the Constitution as a new plan for 

governing. 

 
[Foundations for Civics HSCE Standard 2.2.] 
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o Explain the reasons for the adoption and subsequent failure 

of the Articles of Confederation (e.g., why its 

drafters created a weak central government, challenges the 

nation faced under the Articles, Shays’ Rebellion, disputes 

over western lands). (C2) 8 – U3.3.1 

o Identify economic and political questions facing the nation 

during the period of the Articles ofConfederation and the 

opening of the Constitutional Convention. (E1.4) 8 – U3.3.2 

o Describe the major issues debated at the Constitutional 

Convention including the distribution of political 

power, conduct of foreign affairs, rights of individuals, rights 

of states, election of the executive, and 

slavery as a regional and federal issue. 8 – U3.3.3 

o Explain how the new constitution resolved (or compromised) 

the major issues including sharing, separating, 

and checking of power among federal government institutions, 

dual sovereignty (state-federal power), rights 

of individuals, the Electoral College, the Three-Fifths 

Compromise, and the Great Compromise. 8 – U3.3.4 

o Analyze the debates over the ratification of the 

Constitution from the perspectives of Federalists and Anti- 

Federalists and describe how the states ratified the 

Constitution. (C2) (National Geography Standard 3, p. 
148) 8 – U3.3.5 

o Explain how the Bill of Rights reflected the concept of 

limited government, protections of basic freedoms, and the 

fear of many Americans of a strong central government. (C3) 

8 – U3.3.6 

o Using important documents (e.g., Mayflower Compact, 

Iroquois Confederacy, Common Sense, Declaration of 

Independence, Northwest Ordinance, Federalist Papers), 

describe the historical and philosophical origins of 

constitutional government in the United States using the 

ideas of social compact, limited government, natural rights, 

right of revolution, separation of powers, bicameralism, 

republicanism, and popular participation in government. (C2) 

 8 – U3.3.7 

 

U4 USHG ERA 4 – Expansion and Reform (1792-1861) 

U4.1 Challenges to an Emerging Nation 

Analyze the challenges the new government faced and the 

role of political and social leaders in meeting these challenges. 

 

U4.2 Regional and Economic Growth 

Describe and analyze the nature and impact of the territorial, 

demographic, and economic growth in the first three decades 

of the new nation using maps, charts and other evidence. 

U4.3 Reform Movements 

Analyze the growth of antebellum American reform 

movements. 

U5 USHG ERA 5 – Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-

1877) 

U5.2 Civil War 

Evaluate the multiple causes, key events, and complex 

consequences of the Civil War. 

U5.3 Reconstruction 

Using evidence, develop an argument regarding the character 
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and consequences of Reconstruction. 

 

U6 USHG ERA 6 – THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN 

INDUSTRIAL, URBAN, 

AND GLOBAL UNITED STATES (1870-1930) 

Grade 8 begins to address trends and patterns in the last half 

of the 19th century, through 1898. 

U6.1 America in the Last Half of the 19th Century 

Analyze the major changes in communication, transportation, 

demography, and urban centers, including the location 

and growth of cities linked by industry and trade, in last half 

of the 19th century. 

U6.2 Investigation Topics and Issue Analysis (P2) 

Use the historical perspective to investigate a significant 

historical topic from United States History Eras 3-6 that also 

has 

significance as an issue or topic in the United States today. 

 

PUBLIC DISCOURSE, DECISION MAKING, AND CITIZEN 

INVOLVEMENT 

(P3, P4) 

P3.1 Identifying and Analyzing Issues, Decision Making, 

Persuasive Communication About a Public Issue, and Citizen 

Involvement 

P4.2 Citizen Involvement 

Act constructively to further the public good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas of Interaction in MYP:  

Approaches to learning (ATL) represents general and subject-specific learning skills that the student will 

develop and apply during the programme and beyond. The focus of this area is on teaching students how 

to learn and on helping students find out about themselves as learners so that they can develop learning 

skills. 

Community and service considers how a student engages with his or her immediate family, classmates and 

friends in the outside world as a member of these communities. Through effective planning and teaching, 

students can learn about their place within communities and be motivated to act in a new context. 

Health and social education delves into the range of human issues that exists in human societies, such as 

social structures, relationships and health. The area can be used by students to find out how these issues 

affect societies, communities and individuals, including students themselves. Through the area of health 

and social education, students can identify and develop skills that will enable them to function as effective 

members of societies, as well as learning about how they are changing and how to make informed decisions 

that may relate to their welfare. 

Environments considers how humans interact with the world at large and the parts we play in our 

environments. It extends into areas beyond human issues and asks students to examine the interrelationships 

of different environments. This area can lead students to consider both their immediate classroom 

environments and global environments. 
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Human ingenuity deals with the way in which human minds have influenced 

the world, for example, the way we are, think, interact with each other, create, find solutions to and cause 

problems, transform ideas and rationalize thought. It also considers the consequences of human thought 

and action. 

The areas of interaction: 

 

*give meaning to what is learned through the exploration of real-world issues 

*provide the contexts for the MYP fundamental concepts and the IB learner profile, which underpin the philosophy of the    

 program 

*encourage higher-order thinking skills to deepen understanding 

*provide a framework for student inquiry 

*can help students develop positive attitudes and a sense of personal and social responsibility 

*engage students in reflection to better understand themselves as learners 

*can lead students from academic knowledge to thoughtful action 

*contribute to an interdisciplinary approach to learning 

*provide a common language for constructing and organizing the curriculum 

 

Through the units of study  students should be able to demonstrate ATL skills learned through the program while focusing research and 

project development around at least one other area of interaction. 

 

Approaches to learning (ATL) represents general and subject-specific learning skills that the student will develop and apply during the 

program and beyond.  The focus of this area is on teaching students how to learn and on helping students find out about themselves as 

learners so that they can develop learning skills. 

Text and Resources: 

Prentice Hall, A History of Our Nation        SmartBoard 

“Flocabulary”                                                Junior Scholastic Magazine 

United Streaming 

Brain Pop 

Scholastic Scope Magazine 

 
Methodologies:  
The Humanities course utilizes several methodologies including, but not limited to:  project-based learning, collaborative teams, 
teacher-led inquiry, web & internet based learning modules, direct instruction, and independent study.     
Course Units: 

*Decisions, Decisions… (Interdisciplinary Unit) 

*It’s a Cereal World! (Geography Unit) 

 

Assessment Criteria: 

Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding 
Maximum: 8 

Students should be able to: 

• use humanities terminology in context 

• show knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts, appropriate to the age 

level, using descriptions, explanations and examples. 

 

Achievement level descriptor 
0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors 

below. 

1–2 The student: 

• recognizes some humanities vocabulary 

• shows basic knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas 

through some descriptions and/or examples. 

3–4 The student: 

• uses some humanities vocabulary 
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• shows knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas through 

simple descriptions, explanations and examples. 

5–6 The student: 

• uses relevant humanities vocabulary often accurately 

• shows good knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas 

through descriptions, explanations and examples. 

7–8 The student: 

• uses relevant humanities terminology accurately 

• shows detailed knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas 

through descriptions, explanations and examples. 

Criterion B: Investigating 
Maximum: 8 

Students should be able to: 

• choose questions to research 

• follow a simple action plan to investigate a research question 

• use methods accurately to collect and record information consistent with the research question 

• answer the research question. 

Achievement level descriptor 
0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1–2 The student: 

• chooses a question to research 

• makes a limited attempt to follow a simple plan to answer a 

research question 

• makes a limited attempt to collect and record information 

• makes a limited attempt to answer the research question. 

3–4 The student: 

• chooses a question to research 

• partially follows a simple plan to answer a research question 

• uses a method or methods to collect and record some information in 

line with the question 

• partially answers the question. 

5–6 The student: 

• chooses a question to research 

• satisfactorily follows a simple plan to answer a research question 

• uses methods to collect and record appropriate information in line 

with the research question 

• satisfactorily answers the question. 

7–8 The student: 

• chooses a question to research 

• follows a simple plan completely to answer a research question 

• uses methods accurately to collect and record appropriate 

information in line with the research question 

• completely answers the question. 

Criterion C: Thinking critically 
Maximum: 8 

Students should be able to: 

• identify ideas, events, issues or arguments 

• analyze a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose 

• identify different views and their implications 

• make connections between information to give an opinion. 

Achievement level descriptor 
0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors 

below. 

1–2 The student: 

• makes a limited attempt to identify the main points of ideas, events, 

issues or arguments 
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• identifies the origin and purpose of some sources 

• identifies some different views 

• makes connections between information to give limited opinions. 

3–4 The student: 

• identifies some main points of ideas, events, issues or arguments 

• identifies the origin and purpose of sources 

• identifies some different views and suggests some implications of these 

• makes connections between information to give simple opinions. 

5–6 The student: 

• identifies the main points of ideas, events, issues or arguments 

• recognizes the origin and purpose of sources 

• identifies different views and their implications 

• makes connections between information to give opinions. 

7–8 The student: 

• identifies in detail the main points of ideas, events, issues or arguments 

• analyses a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose 

• clearly identifies different views and their implications 

• makes connections between information to give a relevant opinion. 

Criterion D: Communicating 
Maximum: 8 

Students should be able to: 

• communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and purpose  

• organize information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format 

• create a list of sources of information that follows the task instructions. 

Achievement level descriptor 
0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors 

below. 

1–2 The student: 

• tries in a limited way to communicate information in a way that is 

clear to others 

• tries in a limited way to organize information and ideas according to 

the task instructions 

• makes a limited attempt to list sources of information following the 

task instructions 

3–4 The student: 

• communicates information and ideas in a way that is sometimes 

clear to others 

• organizes information sometimes in the order needed for the task 

• includes a list of sources of information that sometimes follows the 

task instructions. 

5–6 The student: 

• communicates information and ideas in a way that is often clear to 

others 

• organizes information often in the order needed for the task 

• creates a list of the sources of information that often follows the task 

instructions. 

7–8 The student: 

• communicates information and ideas in a way that is clear to others 

• organizes information completely in the order needed for the task 

• creates a list of sources of information that follows the task 

instructions. 

Objective–criteria a 
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Grading:  The majority of grades this year will be assessed by using IB Interim Assessment Criteria and teacher generated rubrics that 

align to meet Common Core Standards for Literacy and Michigan Department of Education Grade Level Content Expectations.  IB Interim 

Assessment Criteria and rubrics will be converted into a numeric grading system.  Please be patient as we transition to using standards to 

measure student’s progress. 

 

  


