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Course Description:    
The fundamental piece to learning, thinking, communicating, and reflecting is language. 

Language A seeks to further develop six key skill areas:  listening, speaking, reading, writing, research, 

and reasoning, which cultivate independent and interdependent skills.  Unit activities are structured 

not only to develop skills and knowledge, but also to address learning in a variety of modalities such 

as: 

 

Performance Tasks Reading 

 Autobiographical narrative  Fiction (fantasy, realistic) 

 Problem Solution report  Non-fiction (historical) 

 Argumentative research report  Short stories 

 Argumentative writing (business letter)  Poetry 

 Cause and effect report  Drama 

 Oral Presentation (multimedia research)  

 

The study of language and quality literature enables students to become highly proficient in their 

understanding and use of their language(s) A and further enhances the attributes of the IB learner 

profile. 

MYP language A is academically rigorous, and challenges students to explore interdisciplinary 

essential questions, learning goals, and academic vocabulary. 

 

(IBMYP Language A Course Guide) 

 

Common Core Standards:  

 
Reading: 

 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 

and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze 

their development; summarize the key supporting details 

and ideas. 

 3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas 

develop and interact over the course of a text. 

 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including determining technical, connotative, and 

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone. 

 5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific 

sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., 

a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other 

and the whole. 

MYP Aims and Objectives: 

 
Aims: 

 use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, 
reflection, learning, self-expression and social interaction 

 develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, 

reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of 

contexts 

 develop critical, creative and personal approaches to 

studying and analysing literary and non-literary works 

 engage in literature from a variety of cultures and 

representing different historical periods 

 explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other 

cultures through literary and non-literary works 

 engage with information and communication 

technology in order to explore language 

 develop a lifelong interest in reading widely 

 apply language A skills and knowledge in a variety of 

real-life contexts. 

 

 

Objectives: 



MYP Language A Course Outline Year 2 

 

 

 6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 

content and style of a text. 

 7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 

formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, 

as well as in words.1 

 8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 

claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 

well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

 9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes 

or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 

approaches the authors take.  

 10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 

informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Writing: 

 1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content. 

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

 5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing and to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

 7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 

digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 

source, and integrate the information while avoiding 

plagiarism. 

 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 

A Content (receptive and productive)  

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 appreciate and comment on the language, content, 

structure, and meaning and significance of both familiar and 

previously unseen age-appropriate oral, written, and visual 

texts. 

 compare and contrast age-appropriate texts, and 

connect themes across and within genres. 

 understand many of the effects of the author’s choices 

on an audience. 

 begin to express an informed and independent 

response to oral, written, and visual texts. 

 compose pieces that apply age-appropriate oral, 

written, and visual features to serve the topic and purpose. 

 understand and apply Language A vocabulary in 

context. 

B Organization  

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 create work that employs organizational structures 

and conventions throughout a variety of text types. 

 organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent 

and logical manner. 

 employ appropriate formatting. 

C Style and language mechanics  

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 use language to narrate, describe, explain, argue, 

persuade, inform, entertain and express feelings and begin to 

analyse. 

 use appropriate and varied voice, vocabulary and 

idiom. 

 use correct grammar and syntax 

 use appropriate and varied sentence structure 

 use correct spelling/ writing. 
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 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

Speaking and Listening: 

 1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 

conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 

 2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse 

media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 

orally.  

 3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use 

of evidence and rhetoric. 

 4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 

such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 

organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

 5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays 

of data to express information and enhance understanding 

of presentations. 

 6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 

communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

Language: 

 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

 3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how 

language functions in different contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more 

fully when reading or listening. 

 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 

general and specialized reference materials, as 

appropriate. 

 5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and 
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nuances in word meanings. 

 6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic 

and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

 

Areas of Interaction in MYP:   
Through the Areas of Interaction students will explore both geographic and human history.  

Throughout the course, students will experience different Areas of Interaction:  Community and 

Service, Health and Social Education, Environments, and Human Ingenuity.  The Areas of Interaction 

are organizing elements that strengthen and extend student awareness and understanding through 

meaningful exploration of real life issues. 

 
The area of interaction Approaches to Learning is interwoven through all the units and provides 

opportunities for students’ development of skills and attitudes towards learning.  ATL skills enable 

students to become competent in identifying their own personal learning styles and strengths, as well as 

monitoring their own development and fostering a lifelong enjoyment of learning.  These skills are 

essential for students to become productive members of a global 21st century society. 

 

Unit Title Area of Interaction Essential and 

Content Questions 

Keepin’ it Real Health and Social 

Education 

What is the best way 

to find the truth? 

In the Know Human Ingenuity What should we 

learn? 

We All Have Issues Community and 

Service 

Does every conflict 

have a winner? 

Be Yourself Health and Social 

Education 

Do others see us more 

clearly than we see 

ourselves? 

 
Each year of middle school will have students exploring a common theme each marking period, with 

an emphasis on a different essential question.  The IB units listed above will be scaffolded, with 

increasing difficulty and higher expectations as students progress through middle school. 

 

Text and Resources: 
Prentice Hall Literature Series, PH Online, A Night to Remember, Child of the Owl, Creating the X-

Men:  How Comic Books Come to Life, Letters from Rifka, Dragonwings.  In addition to these texts, 

students will use multiple technological resources including language based program features, 

extensive word processing formats, online dictionaries, thesauruses, encyclopedias, periodicals, and 

databases, and the Smart Response system. 
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Methodologies:  
Language A is an inquiry based course that celebrates diversity, self-awareness, and global-

mindedness.  Essential learning goals are met through the application of 21
st
 century skills, such as 

critical thinking, reasoning, and collaboration around a variety of reading and writing genres.  Students 

will analyse and compose expository, persuasive, and narrative works to deepen their understanding 

and integration of the IB Learner Profile traits.  This student-centered approach revolves around 

elaborated communication, student led small and large group discussion, oral performance, Socratic 

seminars, real-world based projects, and meaningful service learning.  Relevant, significant 

applications extend learning beyond the classroom, creating principled digital and world citizens. 

Methods of Assessment: 
Students will be assessed on performance tasks in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening, 

and language.  A cumulative performance based assessment will be given at the end of each unit and 

graded using appropriate MYP assessment criteria (content, organization, and style). 
Grading: 

The majority of grades this year will be assessed by using rubrics that align with the Common Core 

Standards and IB criteria in Middle School Language Arts.  Students scoring on the rubric will then be 

converted to a numeric grading system.  Students will be evaluated on IB criteria that measures the 

competency of the aims and objectives listed above.  Please be patient as we transition to using 

standards to measure students’ progress. 


