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Grade 6- Novice 

Course Description:  Thompson Middle School will offer a balanced literacy approach in the 

teaching of language B in the MYP, integrating its curriculum with the use of appropriate 

technology to provide instruction that will enable students to communicate with basic or 

limited range of vocabulary using the 4 criterion taught: oral communication, visual 

interpretation, reading comprehension and writing, as well as the social conditions to certain 

situations.  This course prepares and introduces students to thinking skills that can be used 

in any cultural learning activity.  Students’ background knowledge and ethnic home 

environments vary, making our classrooms diverse and multicultural.   Students will work 

cooperatively through logical reasoning and problem solving activities simulating real life 

conditions.  The course hopes to instill in students an appreciation of languages and cultural 

communities other than their own, and an ongoing interest in the acquisition and 

development of an additional language.    

 

Michigan Curriculum Standards:  
1. Communication- Communicate in Language 

other than English 

2. Cultures- Gain knowledge and 

understanding of other cultures 

3. Connections- Connect with other 

disciplines and acquire information 

4. Comparisons- Develop insight into the 

nature of language and culture 

5. Communities- Participate in multilingual 

communities at home and around the 

world 

MYP Aims and Objectives: 

Aims- 
 Develop the student’s communication skills 

necessary for study, work and leisure in a range of 

different, authentic contexts and for a range of 

audiences and purposes 

 Enable the student to develop multiliteracy skills 

through the use of a range of learning tools, such 

as multimedia, in the various modes of 

communication 

 Enable the student to develop an appreciation of a 

variety of literacy and non-literacy texts and to 

develop critical and creative techniques for 

comprehension and construction of meaning 

 Enable the student to recognize and use language 

as a vehicle of thought, reflection and self-

expression and learning in other subjects, and a s 

a tool for enhancing literacy 

 Enable the student to understand the nature of 

language and the process of language learning, 

which comprises the integration of linguistic, 

cultural and social components 

 Offer insight into the cultural characteristics of 

the communities where the language is spoken 

 Encourage an awareness and understanding of the 

perspectives of people from own and other 

cultures, leading to involvement and action in own 

and other communities 

 Foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest 

and enjoyment in language learning 

 



MYP Language B Spanish Phase 1 

 

 

 

Objectives- 
 Oral communication 

 Visual interpretation 

 Reading comprehension 

 writing 

Areas of Interaction in MYP: The four areas of interaction (Health and Social Education, 

Community and Service, Environments and Human Ingenuity) will be covered throughout the 

year in the units based on grade level. 

Text and Resources: Avancemos/Spanish 

                                 classzone.com 

                                 quia.com 

                                 studyspanish.com 

                                 unitedstreaming.com 

Methodologies:  The course utilizes several methodologies including, but not limited to: 

Kagan strategies i.e. collaborative teams, literacy strategies, direct instruction, web and 

internet based learning. 

Course Units:  

Grade 6 
Unit Concept/Enduring 

Understandings 

Area of Interaction Essential/ Content 

Question 

Primer Paso  Locate the countries in 

the Spanish-speaking 

world 

 Learn basic phrases and 

greetings to communicate 

with Spanish speakers 

  

¿Qué te 

gusta hacer? 

 
 

 Talk about activites 

 Tell where you are from 

 Say what you like and 

don’t like to do  

 Use subject pronouns and 

the verb ser 

Health and Social  

Education- 

talking/writing about 

their identity and 

others. 

How can identity be 

shaped by perception? 

Mis amigos y 

yo 

 Describe yourself and 

others 

 Identify people and 

things 

 Use definite and 

indefinite articles 

 Noun-adjective 

agreement 

  

 

Assessment Criteria:  There are 6 phases of assessment criteria.  Each phase has an 

achievement level from 0-8 based on the student’s ability to perform certain tasks.  Each 

student will know the phase that they are in and will use the corresponding rubric for the 
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IB unit projects.  Each phase is broken down into 4 criterions: Oral Communication, Visual 

Interpretation, Reading Comprehension and Writing.   

                                  

Grading:   Student grading will be based on the evaluation of participation and the ability in 

class and assigned class work, homework, tests, quizzes, projects, group assignments. The 

grading scale that will be used is that set in place by the Saginaw Public School Districts. In 

addition, students will be given an IB score for IB unit projects throughout the year.  

Scores will be based on the criterion rubrics for each student’s particular phase. 

 


