
MYP Visual Arts 

Course Outline Year 1 

Course Description: 
The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that engage us in affective, 

imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense 

of identity and understanding of the world, while providing opportunities to develop self‑confidence, resilience and 

adaptability. 

 

In the MYP, the arts should challenge students to consider authentic issues and develop their skills beyond 

superficiality and imitation. Students are provided with opportunities to function as artists, as well as learners of 

the arts. To be an artist one has to be curious, and by developing curiosity about themselves, others and the world, 

students become effective learners, inquirers and creative problem solvers. In the MYP, students are guided to 

create, perform and present art in ways that engage and convey their own feelings, experiences and ideas. The IB 

learner profile should infuse teaching and learning in the arts. 

 

Involvement with the arts can contribute to an inquiring and empathetic world view, stimulate imaginations, 

challenge perceptions, develop thinking and analytical skills, enrich emotional, cultural and spiritual lives, 

uplift and entertain: this is the goal of MYP arts. 

GRADE 6 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to 

perform in the arts. 

(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, 
R4) 
ART.VA.I.6.1 Understand the varying qualities of 

materials, techniques, media technology, and 

processes at a developing level. 

ART.VA.I.6.2 Develop the concept of proper use 

of art materials and using tools safely and 

responsibly. 

ART.VA.I.6.3 Develop a successful visual 

vocabulary. 

ART.VA.I.6.4 Develop reflective thinking skills by 

observing, analyzing, and critically evaluating 

works of art for the purpose of improving 

technical quality. 

ART.VA.I.6.5 Produce and exhibit a final product 

that demonstrates quality craftsmanship and 

technique at a developing level. 

CREATE 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to 

create in the arts. 

(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, 
R4) 
ART.VA.II.6.1 Identify, design, and solve creative 

problems at a developing level. 

ART.VA.II.6.2 Develop and apply critical thinking 

strategies through the art making process at a 

MYP Aims and Objectives: 

Aims 

The aims of any MYP subject and of the personal project 

state in a general way what the teacher may expect 

to teach and what the student may expect to experience 

or learn. In addition, they suggest how the student 

may be changed by the learning experience. 

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP arts are for 

students to: 

 understand how the arts play a role in developing 

and expressing personal and cultural identities 

 appreciate how the arts innovate and communicate 

across time and culture 

 become informed and reflective practitioners of 

the arts 

 experience the process of making art in a variety 

of situations 

 explore, express and communicate ideas 

 become more effective learners, inquirers and 

thinkers 

 develop self‑confidence and self‑awareness 

through art experiences 

 appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of 

the arts. 

Objectives 

A Knowledge and understanding 

Building Knowledge and understanding of both the art 

form and artistic processes. It should inform the 

student’s practice as a young artist and allow him or her 



developing level. 

ART.VA.II.6.3 Collaborate, communicate, and 

work with others to create new ideas at a 

developing level. 

ART.VA.II.6.4 Initiate new ideas employing 

inventiveness and innovation at a developing level. 

ART.VA.II.6.5 Demonstrate reflective thinking 

practices at a developing level.  

ART.VA.II.6.6 Make knowledgeable choices about 

materials, techniques, media technology, 

organizational principles, and processes to 

articulate ideas and communicate intended 

meaning at a developing level. 

ART.VA.II.6.7 Create preliminaries, possibilities, 

and drafts at a developing level. 

ANALYZE 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate 

works of art. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.III.6.1 Observe, describe, and analyze 

visual characteristics at a developing level. 

ART.VA.III.6.2 Develop the skill of interpreting 

artwork, searching for embedded meaning, 

function, and personal connections at a developing 

level. 

ART.VA.III.6.3 Develop the ability to describe 

how the artist’s choice of materials, techniques, 

media technology, and processes influence the 

viewer. 

ART.VA.III.6.4 Develop critical thinking 

strategies, observing, comparing, and contrasting 

artworks. 

ART.VA.III.6.5 Develop and defend informed 

aesthetic opinions about works of art using 

artistic vocabulary at a developing level. 

ART.VA.III.6.6 Identify personal and community 

experiences within works of art at a developing 

level. 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe 

the arts in their 

historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.IV.6.1 Recognize and describe how art 

to appraise other artworks. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

art form studied in relation to societal, cultural, 

historical and personal contexts 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

elements of the art form studied, including 

specialized language, concepts and processes 

 communicate a critical understanding of the art 

form studied in the context of their own artwork. 

B Application 

Practical application of the student’s skills to the creation 

of artwork. The student should investigate and 

experiment with his or her artistic processes through the 

planning, creation, performance and presentation of 

artwork, developing an initial idea or theme to a point of 

realization. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 develop an idea, theme or personal interpretation 

to a point of realization, expressing and 

communicating their artistic intentions 

 apply skills, techniques and processes to create, 

perform and/or present art. 

C Reflection and evaluation 

Focuses on the way that a student gradually comes to feel 

and think line an artist. Reflecting critically requires the 

student to question and justify the choices what he or 

she has made and to develop an objective evaluation of his 

or her own work 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 reflect critically on their own artistic 

development and processes at different stages of 

their work 

 evaluate their work 

 use feedback to inform their own artistic 

development and processes. 

D Personal engagement 

Development of attitudes essential to engage with the 

artistic processes and the art form studied. The student 

should develop the personal and interpersonal skills that 

will enable him or her to initiate, to explore, to negotiate 

with others and to take informed risks during his or her 

artistic experience. The student should develop his or her 

ability to interact with other students in a supportive and 

sensitive way. It is also anticipated that students will 

become increasingly mindful of their won and other 



contributes to and reflects all societies and 

cultures. 

ART.VA.IV.6.2 Develop an understanding of the 

historical, social, and cultural contexts of 

artwork with aesthetic sophistication. 

ART.VA.IV.6.3 Decode and interpret artwork to 

discern between prejudice and tolerance, bias, 

and fact at a developing level. 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe 

connections among 

the arts; between the arts and other 

disciplines; 

between the arts and everyday life. 

 (VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.V.6.1 Recognize and describe personal, 

family, and community connections with artworks 

at a developing level. 

ART.VA.V.6.2 Recognize the skills used in visual 

arts careers at a developing level. 

ART.VA.V.6.3 Compare the characteristics of 

work in two or more art forms that are dissimilar 

in subject matter, historical periods, or cultural 

context at a developing level. 

ART.VA.V.6.4 Demonstrate an understanding of 

their place in the visual world and develop an 

appreciation of how they are part of a global 

society at a developing level. 

ART.VA.V.6.5 Describe ways in which the 

principles and subject matter of other disciplines 

taught in school are interrelated with the visual 

arts at a developing level. 

cultures and use their experiences to advance their 

artistic development. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 show commitment in using their own artistic 

processes 

 demonstrate curiosity, self‑motivation, initiative 

and a willingness to take informed risks 

 support, encourage and work with their peers in a 

positive way 

 be receptive to art practices and artworks from 

various cultures, including their own. 

Areas of Interaction in MYP: 

Through the Areas of Interaction students will learn about the processes and real world applications of the 

arts. It will also help them acquire 21st Century learning skills that can be used to tackle both general and 

subject- specific tasks. Throughout the course, students will experience different Areas of Interaction which 

provide a lens for them to view the curriculum and encourage reflection on the area of study in that unit  

 

The Area of Interaction, Approaches to Learning, is integrated in all arts units and provides students an 

opportunity for development of skills and attitudes necessary for learning. ATL skills should enable students 

to become more competent in identifying, monitoring, and managing their own learning. 

Text and Resources :’Art in Action’ by Guy Hubbard.  Series 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. 

Poster sets accompanying  Art in Action books. 

Field trips-  

Art shows 



 

  

Media Center resources 

Numerous private source collections. 

Methodologies:  The course utilizes several methodologies including, but not limited to, project-basd learning, 

collaborative teams, teacher-led inquiry, web/internet based learning modules, and independent study.  

Students have opportunities to utilize one or more of the following to extend their learning; videos, 

smartboard lessons, blogs, wikis, and hardcopy resources. 

 

Course Units: 

Line Design 1 

Patterns 1 

Graphic Design1 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on MYP Criteria for year 1 throughout each unit. To demonstrate their 

understanding students will have formative assessments such as quizzes, journal entries, and reflections.  To 

assess students learning at the end of each unit there will be a culminating assessment linked to the MYP 

objectives and criteria for the arts in the year 1 program. 

Grading: 

The majority of the grades  this year will be assessed by using rubrics that align to meeting the Michigan 

State Arts standards in Middle Schools.  Students scoring on the rubric will then be converted to a numeric 

system that is in alignment to the MYP. 



MYP Visual Arts 

Course Outline Year 2 

Course Description:  
The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that engage us in affective, 

imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense 

of identity and understanding of the world, while providing opportunities to develop self‑confidence, resilience and 

adaptability. 

 

 In the MYP, the arts should challenge students to consider authentic issues and develop their skills beyond 

superficiality and imitation. Students are provided with opportunities to function as artists, as well as learners of 

the arts. To be an artist one has to be curious, and by developing curiosity about themselves, others and the world, 

students become effective learners, inquirers and creative problem solvers. In the MYP, students are guided to 

create, perform and present art in ways that engage and convey their own feelings, experiences and ideas. The IB 

learner profile should infuse teaching and learning in the arts. 

 

Involvement with the arts can contribute to an inquiring and empathetic world view, stimulate imaginations, 

challenge perceptions, develop thinking and analytical skills, enrich emotional, cultural and spiritual lives, 

uplift and entertain: this is the goal of MYP arts. 

GRADE 7 

PERFORM 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to 

perform in the arts. 

(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, 
R4) 
ART.VA.I.7.1 Understand the varying qualities of 

materials, techniques, media technology, and 

processes at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.I.7.2 Understand the concept of proper 

use of art materials and using tools safely and 

responsibly at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.I.7.3 Demonstrate the use of successful 

visual vocabulary at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.I.7.4 Employ reflective thinking skills by 

observing, analyzing, and critically evaluating 

works of art for the purpose of improving 

technical quality at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.I.7.5 Produce and exhibit a final product 

that demonstrates quality craftsmanship and 

technique at an emerging level. 

CREATE 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to 

create in the arts. 

(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, 
R4) 
ART.VA.II.7.1 Identify, design, and solve creative 

problems at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.II.7.2 Develop and apply critical thinking 

MYP Aims and Objectives: 

Aims 

The aims of any MYP subject and of the personal project 

state in a general way what the teacher may expect 

to teach and what the student may expect to experience 

or learn. In addition, they suggest how the student 

may be changed by the learning experience. 

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP arts are for 

students to: 

 understand how the arts play a role in developing 

and expressing personal and cultural identities 

 appreciate how the arts innovate and communicate 

across time and culture 

 become informed and reflective practitioners of 

the arts 

 experience the process of making art in a variety 

of situations 

 explore, express and communicate ideas 

 become more effective learners, inquirers and 

thinkers 

 develop self‑confidence and self‑awareness 

through art experiences 

 appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of 

the arts. 

Objectives 

A Knowledge and understanding 

Building Knowledge and understanding of both the art 

form and artistic processes. It should inform the 

student’s practice as a young artist and allow him or her 



strategies through the art making process at an 

emerging level. 

ART.VA.II.7.3 Collaborate, communicate, and 

work with others to create new ideas at an 

emerging level. 

ART.VA.II.7.4 Initiate new ideas employing 

inventiveness and innovation at an emerging level 

with increasing independence. 

ART.VA.II.7.5 Demonstrate reflective thinking 

practices at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.II.7.6 Make knowledgeable choices about 

materials, techniques, media technology, 

organizational principles, and processes to 

articulate ideas and communicate intended 

meaning at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.II.HS.7 Create preliminaries, 

possibilities, and drafts at an emerging level. 

ANALYZE 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate 

works of art. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.III.7.1 Critically observe, describe, and 

analyze visual characteristics at an emerging 

level. 

ART.VA.III.7.2 Interpret artwork searching for 

embedded meaning, function, and personal 

connections at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.III.7.3 Improve descriptions of how the 

artist’s choice of materials, techniques, media 

technology, and processes influence the viewer. 

ART.VA.III.7.4 Use critical thinking strategies 

to observe, compare, and contrast artworks at an 

emerging level. 

ART.VA.III.7.5 Develop and defend informed 

aesthetic opinions about works of art using 

artistic vocabulary at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.III.7.6 Identify personal and community 

experiences within works of art at an emerging 

level. 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe 

the arts in their historical, social, and cultural 

contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 

to appraise other artworks. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

art form studied in relation to societal, cultural, 

historical and personal contexts 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

elements of the art form studied, including 

specialized language, concepts and processes 

 communicate a critical understanding of the art 

form studied in the context of their own artwork. 

B Application 

Practical application of the student’s skills to the creation 

of artwork. The student should investigate and 

experiment with his or her artistic processes through the 

planning, creation, performance and presentation of 

artwork, developing an initial idea or theme to a point of 

realization.   

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 develop an idea, theme or personal interpretation 

to a point of realization, expressing and 

communicating their artistic intentions 

 apply skills, techniques and processes to create, 

perform and/or present art. 

C Reflection and evaluation 

Focuses on the way that a student gradually comes to feel 

and think line an artist. Reflecting critically requires the 

student to question and justify the choices what he or 

she has made and to develop an objective evaluation of his 

or her own work 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 reflect critically on their own artistic 

development and processes at different stages of 

their work 

 evaluate their work 

 use feedback to inform their own artistic 

development and processes. 

D Personal engagement 

Development of attitudes essential to engage with the 

artistic processes and the art form studied. The student 

should develop the personal and interpersonal skills that 

will enable him or her to initiate, to explore, to negotiate 

with others and to take informed risks during his or her 

artistic experience. The student should develop his or her 

ability to interact with other students in a supportive and 

sensitive way. It is also anticipated that students will 

become increasingly mindful of their won and other 



ART.VA.IV.7.1 Recognize, describe and analyze, 

and evaluate how art contributes to and reflects 

all societies and cultures at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.IV.7.2 Articulate an understanding of 

the historical, social, and cultural contexts of 

artwork with an emerging level of aesthetic 

sophistication. 

ART.VA.IV.7.3 Decode and interpret artwork to 

discern between prejudice and tolerance, bias, 

and fact at an emerging level. 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe 

connections among the arts; between the arts 

and other disciplines; between the arts and 

everyday life. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.V.7.1 Recognize and describe, personal, 

family, and community connections with artworks 

at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.V.7.2 Recognize and describe the skills 

used in visual arts careers at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.V.7.3 Analyze and compare the 

characteristics of work in two or more art forms 

that are dissimilar in subject matter, 

historical periods, or cultural context at an 

emerging level. 

ART.VA.V.7.4 Demonstrate an understanding of 

their place in the visual world and develop an 

appreciation of how they are part of a global 

society at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.V.7.5 Analyze and describe ways in which 

the principles and subject matter of other 

disciplines taught in school are interrelated with 

the visual arts at an emerging level. 

cultures and use their experiences to advance their 

artistic development. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 show commitment in using their own artistic 

processes 

 demonstrate curiosity, self‑motivation, initiative 

and a willingness to take informed risks 

 support, encourage and work with their peers in a 

positive way 

  be receptive to art practices and artworks from 

various cultures, including their own. 

Areas of Interaction in MYP: 

Through the Areas on Interaction students will learn about the processes and real world applications of the 

Arts.  It will also help the acquire 21st century learning skills that  can be used to tackle both the general and 

subject-specific tasks.  Throughout the course, students will experience different Areas of Interaction which 

provide a lens for them to view the curriculum and encourage reflection on the area of study in that unit. 

Text and Resources: 

‘Art in action’ by Guy Hubbard. 

Poster series from art in action 

Field trips 

Art shows 

 Works from private collections 



 

  

Media Center resources 

Online resources 

Methodologies: 

The course utilizes several methodologies including, but not limited to; project-based learning,collaborative 

teams, teacher-lad inquiry, web/internet based learning modules, and independent study.  Students may use 

videos, whiteboard lessons, blogs, wikis, and hardcopy resources. 

Course Units: 

Line Design 2 

Graphic Design 2 

Patterns 2 

Sculpture 1 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on MYP Criteria for year 2 throughout each unit.  To demonstrate their 

understanding students will have formative assessments such as quizzes, journal entries, and reflections.  To 

assess students learning at the end of each unit there will be a culminating assessment linked to the MYP 

objectives and criteria for the arts in year 2 of the program. 

Grading: 

The majority of the grades this year will be assessed by using rubrics that align to meeting the Michigan 

State Arts standards in Middle Schools.  Students scoring on the rubric will then be converted to a numeric 

systems of grades that is in alignment with MYP. 



MYP Visual Arts 

Course Outline Year 3 

Course Description:  
The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that engage us in affective, 

imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense 

of identity and understanding of the world, while providing opportunities to develop self-confidence, resilience and 

adaptability. 

 

 In the MYP, the arts should challenge students to consider authentic issues and develop their skills beyond 

superficiality and imitation. Students are provided with opportunities to function as artists, as well as learners of 

the arts. To be an artist one has to be curious, and by developing curiosity about themselves, others and the world, 

students become effective learners, inquirers and creative problem solvers.  In the MYP, students are guided to 

create, perform and present art in ways that engage and convey their own feelings, experiences and ideas. The IB 

learner profile should infuse teaching and learning in the arts. 

 

Involvement with the arts can contribute to an inquiring and empathetic world view, stimulate imaginations, 

challenge perceptions, develop thinking and analytical skills, enrich emotional, cultural and spiritual lives, 

up lift and entertain: this is the goal of MYP arts. 

GRADE 8 

PERFORM 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to 

perform in the arts. 

(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, 
R4) 
ART.VA.I.8.1 Apply understanding of the varying 

qualities of materials, techniques, media 

technology, and processes to the selection 

of appropriate tools and media to design and solve 

creative problems and achieve desired artistic 

effects. 

ART.VA.I.8.2 Appropriately apply the concept of 

proper use of art materials and using tools safely 

and responsibly. 

ART.VA.I.8.3 Select and apply visual 

characteristics and organizational principles to 

communicate effectively when designing and 

solving creative problems. 

ART.VA.I.8.4 Effectively use reflective thinking 

skills to observe, analyze, and critically evaluate 

works of art for the purpose of improving 

technical quality. 

ART.VA.I.8.5 Effectively produce and exhibit a 

final product that demonstrates quality 

craftsmanship and technique. 

CREATE 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to 

create in the arts. 

MYP Aims and Objectives: 

Aims 
The aims of any MYP subject and of the personal project 

state in a general way what the teacher may expect 

to teach and what the student may expect to experience or 

learn. In addition, they suggest how the student 

may be changed by the learning experience. 

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP arts are for 

students to: 

 understand how the arts play a role in developing and 

expressing personal and cultural identities 

 appreciate how the arts innovate and communicate 

across time and culture 

 become informed and reflective practitioners of the 

arts 

 experience the process of making art in a variety of 

situations 

 explore, express and communicate ideas 

 become more effective learners, inquirers and 

thinkers 

 develop self‑confidence and self‑awareness through 

art experiences  

 appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of the 

arts. 

Objectives 
A Knowledge and understanding 
Building Knowledge and understanding of both the art form 



(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, 
R4) 
ART.VA.II.8.1 Effectively identify, design, and 

solve creative problems. 

ART.VA.II.8.2 Effectively develop and apply 

critical thinking strategies through the art 

making process. 

ART.VA.II.8.3 Effectively collaborate, 

communicate, and work with others to create new 

ideas. 

ART.VA.II.8.4 Independently initiate new ideas 

employing inventiveness and innovation. 

ART.VA.II.8.5 Consistently demonstrate 

reflective thinking practices when identifying, 

designing, and solving creative problems. 

ART.VA.II.8.6 Make knowledgeable choices about 

materials, techniques, media technology, 

organizational principles, and processes to 

effectively articulate ideas and communicate 

intended meaning. 

ART.VA.II.8.7 Apply preliminaries, possibilities, 

and drafts in the creative problem solving 

process. 

ANALYZE 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate 

works of art. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.III.8.1 Critically observe, describe, and 

analyze visual characteristics within works of art. 

ART.VA.III.8.2 Effectively interpret artwork, 

searching for embedded meaning, function, and 

personal connections. 

ART.VA.III.8.3 Effectively describe how the 

artist’s choice of materials, techniques, media 

technology, and processes influence the viewer. 

ART.VA.III.8.4 Effectively use critical thinking 

strategies to observe, compare, and contrast 

artworks. 

ART.VA.III.8.5 Develop and defend informed 

aesthetic opinions about works of art using 

effective artistic vocabulary. 

ART.VA.III.8.6 Identify personal and community 

experiences within works of art. 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe 

and artistic processes. It should inform the student’s 

practice as a young artist and allow him or her to appraise 

other artworks. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art 

form studied in relation to societal, cultural, 

historical and personal contexts 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

elements of the art form studied, including 

specialized language, concepts and processes 

 communicate a critical understanding of the art form 

studied in the context of their own artwork. 

B Application 
Practical application of the student’s skills to the creation of 

artwork. The student should investigate and experiment with 

his or her artistic processes through the planning, creation, 

performance and presentation of artwork, developing an 

initial idea or theme to a point of realization.   

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 develop an idea, theme or personal interpretation to 

a point of realization, expressing and communicating 

their artistic intentions 

 apply skills, techniques and processes to create, 

perform and/or present art. 

C Reflection and evaluation 
Focuses on the way that a student gradually comes to feel 

and think line an artist. Reflecting critically requires the 

student to question and justify the choices what he or she 

has made and to develop an objective evaluation of his or her 

own work 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 reflect critically on their own artistic development 

and processes at different stages of their work 

 evaluate their work 

 use feedback to inform their own artistic 

development and processes. 

D Personal engagement 
Development of attitudes essential to engage with the 

artistic processes and the art form studied. The student 

should develop the personal and interpersonal skills that will 

enable him or her to initiate, to explore, to negotiate with 

others and to take informed risks during his or her artistic 

experience. The student should develop his or her ability to 

interact with other students in a supportive and sensitive 

way. It is also anticipated that students will become 

increasingly mindful of their won and other cultures and use 

their experiences to advance their artistic development. 



the arts in their historical, social, and cultural 

contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.IV.8.1 Recognize, describe and analyze, 

and evaluate how art contributes to and reflects 

all societies and cultures. 

ART.VA.IV.8.2 Articulate an understanding of 

the historical, social, and cultural contexts of 

artwork with aesthetic sophistication. 

ART.VA.IV.8.3 Effectively decode and interpret 

artwork to discern between prejudice and 

tolerance, bias and fact. 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe 

connections among the arts; between the arts 

and other disciplines; between the arts and 

everyday life. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, 
R4) 
ART.VA.V.8.1 Effectively recognize and describe 

personal, family, and community connections with 

artworks. 

ART.VA.V.8.2 Effectively recognize and describe 

the skills used in visual arts careers. 

ART.VA.V.8.3 Effectively analyze and compare 

the characteristics of work in two or more art 

forms that are dissimilar in subject matter, 

historical periods, or cultural context. 

ART.VA.V.8.4 Effectively demonstrate an 

understanding of their place in the visual world 

and develop an appreciation of how they are part 

of a global society. 

ART.VA.V.8.5 Effectively analyze and describe 

ways in which the principles and subject matter 

of other disciplines taught in school are 

interrelated with the visual arts. 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 show commitment in using their own artistic 

processes 

 demonstrate curiosity, self‑motivation, initiative and 

a willingness to take informed risks 

 support, encourage and work with their peers in a 

positive way 

  be receptive to art practices and artworks from 

various cultures, including their own. 

Areas of Interaction in MYP: 

Through the Areas of Interaction students will learn about the processes and real world applications of the 

Arts.  It will also help them acquire 21st century learning skills that can be used to tackle both general and 

subject –specific tasks.  Throughout the course, students will experience different Areas of Interaction 

which provide a lens for them to view the curriculum and encourage reflection on the area of study in that 

unit. 

Text and Resources: 

“Art in Action” by guy Hubbard 

Private collections 



 

Field trips 

Posters 

Media center resources 

Online sources 

Methodologies: 

The course  utilizes several methodologies including, but not limited to, project-based learning, collaborative 

teams, teacher-led inquiry, web/internet based learning modules, and independent study.   They may also use 

videos ,whiteboard lessons, blog, wikis, and hardcopy resources. 

Course Units: 

Line Design 3 

Graphic Design 3 

Paterns3 

Sculpture 2 

Art from nature 1 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on MYP Criteria for year 3 throughout each unit.  To demonstrate their 

understanding students will have formative assessments such as quizzes, journal entries, and reflections.  To 

assess students learning at the end of each unit there will be a culminating assessment linked to the MYP 

objectives and criteria for the arts in year 3 of the program. 

Grading: 

The majority of the grades this year will be assessed by using rubrics that align with the Michigan State Arts 

standards in Middle Schools and transition to MYP modified assessment criteria. 


