
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:   
Growing Leaders Together! 

Our Mission at Zilwaukee School is to 
LEAD!  

Live the 7 Habits 
Exceed Expectations 
Accept responsibility for academics and actions 
Do the right thing when no one is looking 
 

December 2017 Newsletter 
Office Hours:  7:45am-4:15pm 

School Hours: 

8:30am-3:20pm    

www.spsd.net/zilwaukee 
    

 
 

 
 

December 11th - Parent Information Session 

Truancy:  A Growing Problem, 2:30pm-3:20pm  

 

December 12th – Perfect Attendance Breakfast for 

MP 1, 9:00am – 9:30am  

 

December 11th- 15th – Penguin Patch Kid’s Holiday 

Shop 

 

December 11th-20th -“School Spirit” Days 

 

December 18th – “Deck the Halls” with Family Fun 

(Family Engagement Event), 2:00pm-3:20pm 

 

December 19th – Leader of the Month Reception, 

8:45am    

 

December 19th – Growing Leaders Assembly, 

9:30am 

 

December 21st-January 2nd – Winter Break 

 

January 3, 2018 – Return from Winter Break 

 

January 15, 2018 - No School 

 

January 19th- No School – Semester 1 Ends 

 

 

Principal’s Corner 
It is hard to believe, school families, that  it is 
December already! Everyday, we stress the 
importance of learning and growing , both 
academically and socially; our students atempt 
to put first things first daily.  
We are in the midst of the holiday season; we 
have planned events for both students and 
their families prior to Winter Break.  Please 
note that during the week of December 11th, 
our students will have the opportunity to shop 
for friends and family members at the Penguin’s 

Patch Kid’s Holiday Shop. If you choose to 

participate, your child can bring money to school 

to shop between December 11th-15th.  

We have also scheduled a family festivity event 

on Monday, December 18th.  Please reserve the 

date and time, and plan to join us to partake in 

activities to sharpen our heart, mind, body, and 

soul! Look for a flyer to be sent home with more 

details this week.               ~ Mrs. Munoz 😊 

 

 
 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Mrs. Davenport… 
Happy Holidays to all of our wonderful 
Zilwaukee Families!!! This school year sure is 
flying by! Just a friendly reminder to make sure 
that you are keeping an eye on the 
communications that your students are bringing 
home to stay up to date on all of the events that 
are coming up! This month I am going to be 
double checking that all student information is 
up to date in Skyward and I will be sending some 
documents home to be updated in the next week 
so please make sure to get them completed and 
turned back to the office in a timely manner. As 
always feel free to contact me at any time with 
any questions or to get your Skyward Parent Log 
Ins. 
Thank you, 
Mrs. Allie Davenport, 989-399-5202 
 

http://www.spsd.net/zilwaukee


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

We will be studying the letters Cc & Ii. We will be 
learning about the beginning, middle and ending 
sounds.  Our high frequency words that we will be 
learning are: like, my, we, for, he. We will be 
studying adjectives, nonfiction and animal fantasy 
stories. 
In math we will be exploring numbers. In Social 
Studies we will be learning about Unit 2, Where am 
I using the MAISA Units? (Physical Science, Life 
Science, Earth Science, History, Geography, Civics 
& Government). We will be learning about 
positional words. Lastly, in Science we will be 
studying plants and animals.               
~ Mrs. Gillette 
 

 
Our PreK friends have been learning about 
how to take care of each other and 
animals.  The Dramatic Play area has become 
a Doctor/Vet Office and the children are 
being creative in the ways that they tend to 
their patients.  For example, Mr. LeRoux 
needed 10 shots for having cold 
symptoms!  Thankfully, he is back to good 
health and owes it all to the great care at the 
PreK Clinic. 
We continue to practice counting and writing 
of numbers and are learning what letters are 
all about each day. 
The children are also becoming more familiar 
with the Daily Schedule and can even recite 
the next activity or event. 
Lastly, we welcomed a guest storyteller into 
our classroom.  Linda Bryant from Hoyt 
Library shared wonderful stories and we 
joined in the fun by reading right along with 
her!  We look forward to her visit next month.  
             ~Mr. LeRoux & Ms. McLeod 
 

From the Desk of Lisa Hodges, TAC… 
 
As a friendly reminder: Zilwaukee School’s 
doors open at 8:20am. Instructional time is 
from 8:35am – 3:20pm. Students entering the 
building between 8:35am – 8:55am will be 
marked tardy. Students in grades K-6 are 
absent for the morning, or for first period (7-
8,) if they arrive at 8:56am or later. 
Students in grades K-6 leaving prior to 
3:00pm, will be considered absent for the 
afternoon; students in grades 7-8 will be 
marked absent for the last period for 7-8 
students 
Please Note:  Siblings who are taken from 
school early as a result of illness or doctor’s 
appointment for another sibling will be 
marked unexcused. 
Truancy warning letters will be sent home 
after three unexcused absences or after nine 
tardies. Please make sure you call in for your 

student’s absences. 
 

 
 

Throughout November we will be continuing to 
work on our addition and subtraction facts past 10, 
keeping up with our weekly spelling and sight words, 
and writing our narratives.  We are especially 
focusing on adjectives and adding voice to our 
writing to make it interesting and fun to read! First 
grade has started talking about telling time and 
adding two-digit numbers! Please encourage your 
children to look at the clock and see if they can tell 
you the time. We are also working on measurement 
in math using paper clips, blocks, pencils, etc. 
Reading comprehension is becoming a huge part of 
our day!  Are we really understanding what we 
read? Read as much as you can with your students, 
or have them read to you and ask them questions 
about that story to see if they are truly 
understanding what the story is about.  

 

~Miss Shannon Fredenburg 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second graders have been working hard to 
master our addition and subtraction facts 
to 20.  Knowing these facts will help them 
so much in the upper grades. Any practice 
at home would be so helpful to them.  Any 
work with adding and subtracting is great, 
it doesn’t always have to be with 
flashcards. Asking your child about things 
like how many pieces of pizza your family 
ate and how many are left or how many 
legos they have if they have two piles and 
put them together. These things 
strengthen math skills but are fun as well. 
We have just finished writing personal 
narratives and it was so interesting to see 
what each person chose to write about and 
how they made it interesting for their 
readers.  Our main goal in writing is to 
compose a piece of writing that has a clear 
beginning, middle and end.  All sentences 
should have correct capitalization and 
punctuation and should tell a complete 
thought.  As always, keep working on 
spelling words and reading each night. 
Every minute working with words helps us 
in the classroom! 

 ~Mrs. Bailey-Majchzrak 
 

 
 
It is hard to believe that it is December! 3rd grade 
has been working very hard on strategies for 
multiplication.  We will continue working on 
multiplication and begin working on division.  One 
way you can help at home is by asking your child 
multiplication facts through 12.  This is something 
that can be done any time, in the car, before bed, 
when they get home, whenever you have a 
minute.  Knowing multiplication facts is a very 
large part of 3rd grade and will help them to be 
successful in the future.  Our main focus in reading 
will be comprehension.  Overall, that is the one 
area that our class is having the hardest time with 
right now.  A way that you can help your child 
become a stronger reader is by reading with them 
at home and asking them simple questions like 
who, what, where, when, why, and how about what 
you read.  I appreciate your continued support and 
look forward to the rest of the year! 

~Mrs. Hickmott 
 

 

 
It’s December already! Our school year is 
flying by, we are having fun! Fifth grade is 
working on many difficult, yet exciting 
things this next month. Students will be 
working on interpreting characters and 
writing an opinion piece. I am excited for 
this unit in writing, because I love when 
students feel they have a voice and they 
are ready to let their opinions out. 
Students are showing growth in each of the 
areas we are working on. Science and 
Social Studies are areas we are working on 
and students will be excited to share. 
Thank you for sharing them with me and if 
you need anything please do not hesitate to 
get ahold of me.    ~ Mrs. Condon 
www.condonscoolclass.weebly.com 

 
We have made it to December!  
Math: we will be focusing on division facts and 
multiplying dividing by 2 digits homework practice 
for this will be coming home this week as well. So be 
on the lookout.  
Science: we will be focusing on classifying plants and 
animals and using our online interactive 
experiments called Gizmos the website is 
https://www.explorelearning.com.  
Social Studies: We will begin to understand our 
country and its regions. We will also see how relate 
to our world.  
ELA: We will use reading and writing notebooks for 
reading strategies such as nouns with prefixes and 
suffixes. We also will be focusing on math facts this 
week.  
Also, there is now a weekly homework packet going 
home on Fridays and will be due on the following 
Thursday, so please be checking up on that as well.  
 

Thanks, Mr. Hill  
    

http://www.condonscoolclass.weebly.com/
https://www.explorelearning.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7a Home room:   
We have been meeting in growing groups 
with Mr. Hill’s 4th grade and Ms. 
Fredenberg’s 1st grade.  Students have been 
able to immerse themselves with literacy by 
reading and sharing reading 
strategies.  Students have also been tying 
texts to the “Seven Habits”.   
 
7AB- Social Studies  
We have been learning about the beginning 
of human societies.  As we move forward we 
will be learning about “Anthropology and 
Early Humans”.  Learning about methods 
used to explain and examine the past and 
how people of the earth lived.  
 
8AB-Social Studies  
We have been learning about the constitution 
and how it provided a framework for a 
stronger national government.  We have been 
unpacking some of the issues delegates faced, 
and will be discussing the rigorous debates 
before Americans ratified the Constitution.  
 
Happy Holidays to all of our Zilwaukee 
Families! ~ Mrs. Saycosie-Blondin 
 

 
 
                                                      7A/7B and 8A/8B: 
 
I have been given the opportunity to serve as 
the Middle School Math teacher.  I enjoyed 
teaching science but look forward to helping 
our 7th and 8th grade students become 
proficient in math. When the students enter 
the room, they work on a math warm-
up.  Then, they start the lesson for the day 
using virtual learning, note taking, and solving 
the problems in the lesson.  They will have 
homework almost every day.  The students 
have a workbook that they were given at the 
beginning of school and are responsible for 
keeping track of it.  If they lose their workbook 
they are responsible for replacing it at the cost 
of $20.00 dollars.  May we all have a great 
second marking period!  
                                                      ~Mrs. Olivares 
 
 
 

PBIS Corner 
Just what is PBIS? 
PBIS is a school-wide Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Support system. 
PBIS organizes adults and students to create a 
social-culture in schools that will encourage 
positive behavior and interactions, while 
discouraging problem behaviors.  This social-
culture will lead to a safer environment 
where students achieve academically and 
build positive relationships with each other 
and with adults. 
Keep an eye out for our upcoming PBIS kick-
off!  Parent involvement is highly encouraged. 

 

I am pleased and excited to be part of the 
Zilwaukee School Team!  It is my endeavor to 
provide interactive and meaningful lessons for 
my students in preparation for the state 
assessment.   
At this time the seventh grade students are 
studying the science of sound, and the eighth 
graders are exploring how and why living things 
move.                                    ~Mr. Phelps 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Watch out parents and guardians, this past month in 
English class, both 7th and 8th graders learned all 
about arguments. The students have learned how to 
take a stance and make sure it is well supported. Don’t 
be surprised if they use some of their new skills 
during conversations at home.  Both grades looked at 
different arguments to analyze author’s viewpoints. 
We then began researching our own topics. 8th 
graders explored the idea of school uniforms being 
introduced to Zilwaukee School and 7th graders 
looked at our current lunch program and played with 
the idea of bringing fast food into the school. The 7th 
grade classes created basic arguments with solid 
evidence to back their own viewpoints up. The 8th 
grade classes took things a step farther and really dug 
into creating sound commentary for an argument. 
Overall, I was really impressed with the results and 
can say without a doubt, many of our students possess 
a great talent with arguments. 

~ Miss Walsh 

 

 
This past month, your students have been 
settling into the routines of exploring 
personal strategies to solve math 
problems, intensive reading, writing, the 
importance of organization and self-
advocacy.  Your students are already 
making improvements in writing! Your 
students are all able to write a well 
thought-out sample for a full ten minutes 
without interruptions.  Students are 
asking more academic questions and 
requesting help; this is a big change.  Our 
students really want to do well.  To help 
your child experience success in school, 
encourage your student to set aside time 
to complete homework/study.  Ask them 
questions about school and lastly, please 
come and volunteer in our classroom if 
you have time.                  ~Ms. Wyatt 
 

Mrs. McCaffrey’s Classroom News… 
 
In the month of November, we continued to practice 
our skills in the area of sight words, writing, and 
reading. Students are continuously working hard to 
write sentences with correct punctuation. We have 
practiced three social skills within our interactive 
notebook. I look forward to the weeks ahead as we 
embark on our journey with Scott as he travels 
around the world.   
                                                               ~Miss McCaffrey  

From the Desk of… 

Mr. Allington 
This November students have been 
reviewing their progress in phonics and 
reading fluency with System 44 
computer based lessons and 
assessments. They are setting goals and 
getting into good habits - “practice makes 
perfect” as may say too often. These 
programs along with My Sidewalks on 
Reading Street’s guided reading program 
is helping build a strong foundation for 
reading fluency and reading 
comprehension. This next marking 
period I am introducing ReadWorks.org 
computer passages with vocabulary and 
comprehension assessments. 
ReadWorks brings science and social 
studies informational passages to 
students at their reading level with the 
option of text to speech read aloud to 
help students learn new vocabulary and 
informational text. Look for a link to 
ReadWorks on Mr. Allington’s Grade 4, 
Grade 5, and Grade 6 Google Classrooms. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Ms. Henton, Title I Teacher 
                                                                                                                   
Students have been working hard on becoming strong readers!  The younger students have been 
reading more challenging stories in My Sidewalks and writing words and sentences every day.  They 
are becoming more confident as their fluency improves. My third through sixth grade students are 
excited to be practicing their skills on System 44 and Read 180.  They have been successfully passing 
Reading Counts quizzes on books they have read and love putting more and more certificates of 
achievement on my walls. Ask your student how many certificates they have displayed. Continue to 
encourage reading at home every night and take that time to enjoy each other.  Read a book together, 
take turns reading, listen to your child read or read to them.  Talk about what is taking place in story. 
Who are the characters, where did it take place, what was a problem they had to solve.  Most 
important make sure it is a fun, relaxing time together that helps your child learn to love reading for 
enjoyment.                                                                                                                             ~Ms. Henton 
 

From the Desk of Mr. Mersha , Behavior Interventionist 
 
Happy Holidays Zilwaukee Families! I wanted to take this time to encourage all of our families and 
staff. I know that holidays can be a time of tension as well as magnificent memories and family time 
so I wanted to first to encourage you to take a moment and breathe! We appreciate you! 
 
December is here!  I will begin more focused and more routinely scheduled behavior interventions 
with identified caseload students. I have met with many of you and completed some behavior plans 
and met with many of your students but this process will become more solid and consistent after 
break. I have given many of the students I meet with homework to help them make better choices 
that will have a positive effect on their behavior and ultimately their school work but I need your 
help. Ask your students about some of the tools I have given them and ask them if they are using them 
and ask them to show you and practice these tools with them on a daily basis. This will help greatly 
 
Lastly, there is one exercise that can you do with you students at home that will help them develop 
focus, self-control and emotional management especially anger and anxiety. is to do some very deep 
relaxing breathing. This is especially helpful for students/parents that have issues with anger, 
anxiety, or panic as well as many other reasons. To do this merely instruct your student to close their 
eyes and become seated comfortably and take a deep breathe in through the mouth and then have 
them release it slow. Have them do at least 10 breaths every night but 30 is great.  
Happy Holidays! Breathe 

Leadership & Learning for MP 2: 

Week 4 (12/4):  Habit #3 Put First Things First (Work First Then Play) 

Week 5 (12/11):  Habit #4 Think Win Win (Be Fair) 

Week 6 (12/18):  Habit #5 Seek First to Understand Then To Be Understood (Just Listen) 

Week 7 (1/3/18):  Habit #6 Synergize (Work it Out, Solve It) 

Week 8 (1/8):  Habit #7 Sharpen the Saw (Got Focus? Balance Your Life) 

Week 9 (1/15): Living the 7 Habits 

 

 



   
Perfect Attendance for 1st Marking Period  
Congratulations to the following students: 
 
Jackson Bayn 
Aboul Nasir Hudson-Lindsey 
Darryn Dickson 
Seth Stack 
Aidan Draves 
Abygail Mason 
Madalyn Forbear-Walkowski 
Megan Kopka 
Maylee Long 
Tyler Stott 
Samantha Gaiter 
Brooksie Baker 
Alexander Green 
Erin Fuller 
Gabriel Riha-Cantu 
Kiara Baston 
Brayden Obendorfer 
Kaylen Obendorfer 
Austin Davenport 

Ethan Dutcher 
Ellianne Davis 
Ana Nicolas-Ramirez 
Donovan Dickson 
Pedro Ramirez Garcia 
Angel Delgado 
Ciara Baston 
Justin Kwiatkowski 
Mylee Obendorfer 
Floyd Buchanan III 
Jeffory Kopka 
David Dickson Jr. 
Braylon Diggs 

 
 
Congratulations to our 
Leaders of the Month for 
November: 
 

Maylee Long 

Darryn Dickson 

Jaedin Osborne 

Urijah Hernandez 

Cruz Delgado 

Paris Rosier 

Reyna Alfano 

Lena Webber 

Austin Davenport 

Mayah Johnson 

Savannah Blunt 

Za’maria Nettles 

Aubrey Mejia 

Ka’Liyah Presley 

Braylon Diggs 

Brooklynn Crittendon 

Jasmine Barrientos 

Donovan Burt 

Pedro Ramirez-Garcia 

Tomas Juarez 

Seth Stack 

AKiveon Hunt Wicker 

KiAsia Foster 

Elijah Sheppard 

Jacob Ireland 

Christian Reed 

LaTravione Wooten 

Angelina Barrientos 

Michael Wangler 
 


