
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:   

Growing Leaders Together! 
Our Mission at Zilwaukee School is to 

LEAD!  
Live the 7 Habits 
Exceed Expectations 
Accept responsibility for academics and actions 
Do the right thing when no one is looking 
 

 

November Newsletter  
Office Hours:  7:45am-4:15pm 

School Hours: 

8:30am-3:20pm    

www.spsd.net/zilwaukee 

    

 
 

 
 

November 14th-17th - Scholastic Book Fair  

 

November 15th – Early Release, 11:35am  

Teacher Record Day  

 

November 16th – Early Release, 11:35am 

Fall Conferences: 12:30pm-3:00pm/4:00pm-

7:00pm  

Student-Led (3-8)/Student Involved (K-2) 

 

November 17th – Early Release, 11:35am 

Fall Conferences: 12:30pm-3:00pm  

Student-Led (3-8)/Student Involved (K-2)  

 

November 22nd – Early Release, 11:35am  

 

November 23rd & 24th – No School – 

Thanksgiving Break 

 

November 28th – Leader of the Month Reception 

                Growing Leaders Assembly 

 
From the Desk Of…Mrs. Muñoz 

 

 
 

I would like to say “thank you” to the families 

who joined us for the family engagement events 

during the month of October. Whether you 

particpated with us on Walk to School Day, 

volunteered in a classroom, took part in a planning 

meeting for your child, provided snacks or 

classroom supplies, attended a field trip with your 

son or daughter, celebrated your son or daughter at 

our Leader of the Month reception, or walked with 

us during our annual Halloween Parade…please 

know that your partnership is most appreciated! 

 

As we move ahead, we will continue to focus on 

students’ academic and behavioral successes.  

Leadership practices and principles will continue 

to be embedded thorughout our school day, to 

support in both of the areas mentioned. 

   

I encourage each and every one of our families to 

attend Fall Conferences with your children.  

Your children will play an active role in sharing 

their academic and behavioral data for marking 

period 1. Student-led confernces/student-involved 

conferences allows the opportunity for our 

students to take ownership in their learning, as 

well as make a plan for success as we move into 

marking period 2.   

You, parents, play an important role in the 

successes your child will have this school year.  

We look forward to meeting with you on 

November 16th & November 17th! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spsd.net/zilwaukee


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the Desk of…  
Hello parents and families! My name is Assegid Mersha, 

I am the Behavior Interventionist this year at Zilwaukee. I 

am very honored to have the opportunity to work with 

you and your family. I look forward to meeting you all. 

This is my first year at Zilwaukee but I have worked 

within the Saginaw Public School District for 6 years 

(more actually) in various capacities, I have worked with 

youth in general for over 20years. I am also a Master’s 

Level Social Worker (MSW) who also provides Mental 

Health Therapy outside of school.  

 

As the Behavior Interventionist, I work to support 

teaching efforts by working with students to teach them 

skills that will help them stay on task and focus in class 

and make better decisions in school in general. I also help 

students work on developing healthy, safe behaviors that 

will prepare them for success in school and in life. One 

way we do this is working with them to develop a 

Behavior Plan, where I sit down with the student and 

their parent(s) with input from the teachers and craft a 

plan for success. The students whom I have created 

behavior plans with will comprise my caseload. I am 

currently in the process of working out a schedule that 

will dictate when I work with caseload students, when I 

will be in which classes offering support and other 

activities.  

 

I will also be working with you and asking for your 

support for what we are doing here at school. Most 

students on my caseload will come home with some sort 

of homework on occasion. These are normally activities 

that will give your students support in developing healthy 

Behaviors and habits. The assignments will normally 

require your signature to show that you viewed them as 

they actually do these activities. I will also work with you 

to support your efforts to create productive young citizens 

at home by providing resources, information and even 

some trainings so please stayed tuned.  Please feel free to 

contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
 

The Pre

PreK friends have taken on various Leader 
Roles in the classroom, as a way of showing 
ownership in our learning environment.  Every 
Monday, children select a Leader card with a 
specific task to complete (i.e. Sweeping, Milk 
Passer, Plant Waterer, etc.).  They are the 
Leader of that task for the week. 
We also have Leaders of the Day and each 
child will have a chance to have their special 
day.  As the Leader, they get to greet guests 
(to sign our Guest Book), count friends, dismiss 
friends, choose songs, and lead the lines. 
 Leadership and 7 Habits language are both 
very important concepts of our day. 
We are becoming much more familiar with our 
Daily Schedule and when certain events 
happen, during the day.  We also started 
Homework, at the beginning of the month, 
and are becoming excited about the reading 
and literacy activities. 
Towards the end of this month, we get to ride 
on a bus and attend our first field trip to 
Johnson’s Giant Pumpkins.   
We have many more great adventures ahead 
of us here in PreK!   

~Mr. LeRoux & Ms. McLeod 
 

In math we are beginning to learn our numbers 1-5. In language arts are 

continuing to learn our ABC’s. We learned the new words: I, am, yellow, four, the. We have started to learn about 

beginning and ending sounds. In technology we have learned two lessons about using the smart board. In science 

we have learned about motion. In social studies, we are learning about who we are and how we fit in the 

community. In The Leader in me we have been learning about rule number 4 which is the Win, Win rule.  

    Coming up in math we will continue to learn about our numbers 1-5. In language arts we will continue to learn 

our letters, how to write our letters, our letter sounds, in phonemic awareness-initial and final sounds of letter m, in 

phonics-the letter m, in comprehension-characters in books, the high frequency words will be- a and  to. In Science 

and social studies we will continue to study those topics more in depth. In The Leader in Me we will be looking at 

Habit 5 which is Seek First To Understand, The to Be Understood.     ~ Mrs. Gillette 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Grade has been working extremely hard 

in reading and math.  Beginning late October 

throughout the rest of the year, students will 

be given weekly spelling tests on 10 words 

from their weekly story, as well as 5 high 

frequency words, or sight words.  Reading 

and spelling tests are on Fridays so please 

make sure your children are in attendance on 

those days especially.  In our math series, we 

are finishing up our addition and subtraction 

within 10, though we will continue working 

with it.  We will be moving on to two digit 

numbers and really focusing on tens and 

ones.  Story problems have been an overall 

class struggle, so we are working hard on 

figuring out what the question is asking 

before moving forward.  

 

We have continued our partnership with the 

4H this year.  Members join us every second 

Thursday of each month.  The kids really 

enjoy this time, learning about plants that we 

eat and how food is grown.  We will also be 

signing up for library read alouds, as well as 

having guest volunteers in our classroom to 

read with students.  

~Miss Shannon Fredenburg 

 

Second Grade has been working especially hard in 
reading. During the month of November we will be trying 
our best to be fluent readers. Students are learning that 
when they read it should sound like they are talking to 
someone else and their voice should change depending 
on what they are reading. We will soon be welcoming 
students from our buddy classroom in fifth grade to spend 
time reading out loud together. Extra practice with new 
friends will definitely help us become better at reading! In 
math we have been working to master adding and 
subtracting to twenty. Ask your student about games we 
have been playing in math. Learning is definitely more fun 
when we get to play! Any extra practice with math facts 
would be a great help to us here at school.  

 ~Mrs. Bailey-Majchzrak 

 
Third grade is wrapping up our review of adding and 
subtracting with regrouping, and we will soon be moving on 
to multiplication.  Students will begin learning strategies to 
help them solve basic multiplication facts.  We have also 
been working very hard on our reading skills.  One thing we 
have been focusing on is how to choose the just right book. 
 Books should be a little challenging, but not so difficult that 
they are struggling through it.  They are also learning how to 
read fluently, or as I sometimes call it “teacher reading”. 
 Soon we will begin growing groups with the kindergarten 
and 6th grade classes, and during this time we will be 
focusing on reading.  Third graders will take turns reading to 
and reading with the students in our growing group.  The 
end in mind is that all of the students in 3rd grade learn to 
love reading.   ~ Mrs. Hickmott 

 

 
 
We have just finished our Unit 1 for ELA and 
will be starting Unit 2. They sure have been 
doing a fantastic job on their work. In Math 
class we are starting to plot and 
understanding how to find coordinates. They 
seem to really like this and are very excited 
to practice. We are looking forward to this 
year’s Science as well. Instead of a 
traditional book and worksheet way, we are 
going to be more hands on and work on the 
process of the project. Please know they 
want to work together and might come home 
a little more excited than normal. :) Thank 
you for sharing your students with me, I love 
coming every day to see and teach them! 

~Mrs. Condon 

 

 
In fourth grade we will be focusing on multiplication facts 
and multiplying by 2 digits with mental math. Science: we 
will be focusing on Classifying Plants and Animals and also 
using our online interactive experiments called Gizmos the 
website is https://www.explorelearning.com. Social Studies: 
We will begin to understand our country and its regions. 
ELA: We are continuing  on with our reading street textbook. 
We will use Reading and Writing notebooks for reading 
Strategies. We also will be focusing on math facts and 
reading vocabulary.   ~Mr.Hill 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7A/B-  Our seventh graders have finished Ch.1: 
Characteristics of Waves, which consisted of 
lessons such as: What are Waves?, Properties 
of Waves, and Interactions of Waves.  They 
completed the chapter test and will need to 
work on study habits for the next test.  Next, 
they will continue to work on Ch. 2: Sound.  We 
have finished the first lesson which was The 
Nature of Sound.  Music, Hearing Sound and 
Using Sound are the remaining lessons in this 
chapter to be covered. 
 
8 A/B-  Our eighth graders have finished Ch. 1 
of Cells and Heredity and completed the 
chapter test and will need to work on study 
habits for the next test.  They are now finishing 
Ch. 3 of the Diversity of Life, learning about 
Plants and their structures. We will begin Ch. 5 
of Diversity of Life in which they will learn 
about Getting Around.  Lessons will cover: 
 Skeletons and Muscles, The Nervous System, 
and Animal Movement.  They continue to enjoy 
the labs we do in class. 

 
 

**Please have students bring a 3 Subject 
Notebook for their Science Journals** 

Three Ring Binders are also needed for 

students’ leadership binders. 

 

 
 
 
Grade 7A/B-   
Our Seventh graders have finished Unit 1: Solving 
Problems Using Geometry and have been 
working on Unit 2: Integers and Rational 
Numbers. Students have been learning how to 
understand integers, their opposites, and how 
absolute values are all related. 7th graders have 
been working hard practicing and applying this 
understanding to models (number lines) and use 
these to solve real-world problems. We will 
continue to work on Adding, Subtracting, 
Multiplying, and Dividing Integers and Rational 
numbers.  
 
Grade 8 A/B-   
The Eighth graders have just finished Unit 1: 
Analyze and Solve Linear Equations.  It was quite 
a beast! Overall students were able to push 
through, get a glimpse of the workload ahead, 
and understand the importance of completing 
assignments.  Students are given the same 
procedures to follow for each lesson which 
includes the Envision workbook tear out pages, 
and Pearson Realize chromebook assignments. 
 Students have homework daily to practice and 
build fluency. We have begun Unit 2: Bivariate 
Data; students have been learning how to 
construct a scatter plot to model paired data. 
 We will be continuing our learning in how to 
utilize a scatter plot to identify and interpret the 
relationship between paired data. 
 
 

**Please have students bring a 3 Subject 

Notebook for their Math Journals** 

**Students complete their Pearson Realize 

assignments on Chromebooks daily; earbuds 

are highly encouraged** 
 

 
Many of our students are in need of hats, 

gloves, coats, and boots. If you have 

clothes around your home that are not 

worn any longer (adult sizes and youth 

sizes) and are in great condition, please 

consider donating to our students. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hello Zilwaukee families, both 7th and 8th grade ELA classes 

have finished Unit 1 and are well into Unit 2 Independent 

Reading. Students have finished their first independent 

reading book of the year and have begun their projects for the 

books they chose. This unit is building student’s ability to 

chose a “just-right” books and being responsible for their 

own learning. In class, I have been demonstrating strategies 

for reading and comprehension and the students are then 

applying those strategies to their independent novels. If your 

student has been missing assignment deadlines for my class, 

please encourage them to sign up my my remind messages. 

All students received paper instructions as well as an email 

telling them how to sign up for weekly reminders and I have 

seen an decrease in late assignments from the students who 

have already signed up.  ~ Miss Walsh 

 
The middle school resource class has been focusing 

on reading and math skills as well as accountability. 

We are currently focusing on reading strategies and 

the importance of setting a purpose for reading by 

reading the questions, making predictions and 

making a connection with the pictures and graphics. 

 Our students have been building on previously 

learned math concepts as well as having a clear 

foundation of the steps required to solve newly 

learned math problems.  During the resource 

periods, I have stressed the importance of self-

accountability.  Students are encouraged to check 

grades, complete missed assignments and advocate 

for themselves respectfully.  

Your students should have brought home a parent 

letter about increasing reading fluency.  If you did 

not receive this letter, please let me know and I will 

give your child another copy.   ~Ms. Wyatt 

 

Mrs. McCaffrey’s Classroom News… 
 
We have been learning about many different things from the 
beginning of the year we have learned about community 
helper, tall tales, changes in the fall, fire safety week and this 
week we learned about bats. In the coming weeks, we will 
be learning about spiders and bones. We have been working 
on our sight words and other addition subtraction and 
multiplication. 
 

From the Desk of… 

Mr. Allington 
I am continuing to grow in my use of Blended 

Learning, blending together traditional 

phonics, reading and math lessons with 

interactive, very hands-on, and engaging 

technology. The 4th graders and 6th graders 

are helping me discover and learn to 

incorporate Raz Kids, EdWorks, and 

Illuminate Assessments into daily and weekly 

lessons. Please, look for the Google Classroom 

Code in my November Resource Room 

Newsletter to access my Google Classroom. 

I’ll have assignments and announcements on 

reading, writing, and mathematics strategies 

and supports you can access at home with your 

computer, tablet, or smartphone. However, 

even with all of this technology, please 

continue to use the time-tested traditions of 

flashcards, fun arts & crafts, and snuggling up 

to read a good book together.    

 

News from Ms. Bassett ~ 

Our class has been working hard on the Science skills of Living 

and Nonliving things. The main focus was animals, and 

humans. We also have been focusing in reading on learning or 

letters and letter sounds as well as retelling stories. In writing 

we have been focusing on our names spelling and writing our 

first names.  

The focus for November will feelings and emotions. We will 

also be looking at the Native Americans and the cultures.  We 

will also in science look into Fall activities and Thanksgiving. 

 Our class will also be starting a new reading literacy program 

to help students with reading skills. 
 

Hello Zilwaukee Families!  Title 1 Staff have been busy getting interventions going in the classrooms! 

 Ms. Jennings, Mr. Mehltretter, and I have been working with teachers to place students in intervention 

programs that will target specific skills to review, reteach, or enrich. Access to programs and materials 

for interventions, such as chromebooks, Success Maker, Number Worlds, Do the Math, Guided 

Reading, Fast Math, Read About, System 44, Read 180, and Spelling City are all provided to our 

students through Title 1 funding. Ms. Jennings and Mr. Mehltretter are supporting teachers in the 

classroom with Tier 2 interventions.  I am working directly with Tier 3 students during their 

intervention time.  A letter was sent home the end of October if I am working with your student.  Feel 

free to contact me anytime with questions or concerns.  ~ Ms. Henton 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Leadership & Learning for MP 2: 

Week 1 (11/13):  Goal 
Review/Reflection/Action Planning for 
MP2 

Week 2 (11/20):  Habit #1 Be 
Proactive (Stop and Think) 

Week 3 (11/27):  Habit #2 Begin With 
the End in Mind (Make a Plan) 

Week 4 (12/4):  Habit #3 Put First 
Things First (Work First Then Play) 

Week 5 (12/11):  Habit #4 Think Win 
Win (Be Fair) 

Week 6 (12/18):  Habit #5 Seek First to 
Understand Then To Be 
Understood (Just Listen) 

Week 7 (1/3/18):  Habit #6 
Synergize (Work it Out, Solve It) 

Week 8 (1/8):  Habit #7 Sharpen the 
Saw (Got Focus? Balance Your Life) 

Week 9 (1/15): Living the 7 Habits 

 

 
 

Leaders of the Month for October: 
 

Autumn Bruske 
Matthew Delacruz, Jr. 

C.J. Merino 
Adrianna Stoumbos 

Honesti Brown 
C’Darius Holmes 

Kaylen Obendorfer 
Ernesto Lopez 

Vanessa Puglsey 
Benjamin Green 
Lyda Webber 

Ciqhia Reinhardt 
Jayce Bell 

Zander Borton 
Jaxson Seemann 
Brianna Hickey 
Braylon Green 
Alondra McCall 
Curtis Whyte 

DJ Hickey 
Omar Sawyer 
Tyler Cannady 

Tyler Stott 
Megan Hickey 

Rolando Martinez 
Jayde Gaudette 

Jennifer Symkowiak 
 

 
Congratulations to all of our 

student leaders! 
 


