
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:   
Growing Leaders Together! 

Our Mission at Zilwaukee School is to 
LEAD!  

Live the 7 Habits 
Exceed Expectations 
Accept responsibility for academics and actions 
Do the right thing when no one is looking 
 

April 2018 Newsletter 
Office Hours:  7:45am-4:15pm 

School Hours: 

8:30am-3:20pm    

www.spsd.net/zilwaukee 
    

 
 

 

 

 
April 3 –School Resumes 
April 3 & 4 - Castle Museum's History on the Move  

April 4 – 8th Grade MSTEP Collaboration Session, 8:35am 

April 4 – 6th Grade MSTEP Collaboration Session, 2:30pm 

April 4 – PTCC Meeting, 5:30pm 

April 5 – 5th Grade MSTEP Collaboration Session, 8:35am 

April 6 – End of MP 3 
April 9 – 3rd Grade MSTEP Collaboration Session, 8:35am 

April 11 – Schoolwide STEM Fair, 9:00am-10:45am 
April 11-13 – Early Release Days @ 11:35am 
April 12-  K-8 Student-Led/Student-Involved 
Conferences 12:30p-3:00p/4:00p-7:00p 
April 13 – K-8 Student-Led/Student-Involved 
Conferences 12:30p-3:00p 
April 16 – 7th Grade MSTEP Collaboration Session, 8:35am 

April 16 – 4th Grade MSTEP Collaboration Session, 2:30pm 

April 24 – Family STEM Night, 5:00pm-6:30pm 

April 30– Leader of the Month Reception, 8:45am  

April 30- Growing Leaders Assembly, 9:30am 

May 2 – PTCC Meeting, 5:30pm 

May 3 – Kindergarten Round up, 5:00pm-6:30pm 

May 4 – Kindergarten Round-up, 1:00pm-2:30pm 

May 11 - Muffins with Moms, 9:00am-10:00am 

May 25 - Early Release Day @ 11:35am 
May 28 – No School- Memorial Day 

May 29 – Leader of the Month Reception, 1:30pm   

May 29 - Growing Leaders Assembly, 2:15pm 

May 30 – Field Trip to the Loons Baseball Game  

June 1* - Doughnuts with Dads  

June 5* – K-7 Recognition Programs 

June 6 – PTCC Meeting, 5:30pm 

June 8 – FAMILY EVENT! 5 K... Sharpen the Saw Day!  

               9:00am-3:00pm  

June 11* – 8th Grade Recognition   

June 12 – Last Day of School, 8:30am-3:20pm   

 

*Tentative – Dates may change 

 

Principal’s Corner   
The Spring 2018 testing windows for the M-STEP 
and MI-Access assessments will span seven weeks 
from April 9 – May 25, 2018.  
The M-STEP online window is divided into two 4-
week grade level sub-windows:  

♦ Online testing for grades 5, 8, and 11: 
April 9 – May 4, 2018 

♦ Online testing for grades 3, 4, 6, and 7: 
April 30 – May 25, 2018 

We are hosting M-STEP prep sessions for students 
and their parents.  These date and times are listed 
in the column to the left under events. Information 
will be shared on what students need to know, 
followed by hands-on online practice with one 
content area with students and their 
parents.  Parents, you need to see what is expected 
of your children on the state assessments.  We also 
need your support as we prepare to move into the 
testing period.  If you have multiple children, please 
choose to attend the day/time that works best for 
you as long as it is PRIOR to the testing window. 
For those parents of students who will be taking the 
MI-ACCESS, please look for a test prep 
communication from your child’s teacher when we 
return from spring break. 

 
We look forward to your attendance at our 
upcoming spring conferences which are to be 
student-led/student-involved. Your child’s teacher 
will send a communication home which will share 
the scheduled day and time of your conference(s).  

 
We have numerous family engagement 

events planned during the last marking period.  
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend with 
your children. Additional communications will be 
shared about each event in detail. 

Yours in Education, 

                                                      Mrs. Munoz 😊 
 

 

http://www.spsd.net/zilwaukee


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Ms. Henton,  
Title I Teacher 

March is Reading Month was great fun!  We enjoyed 
reading lots of different books and celebrating Dr. 
Seuss.  Students had the opportunity to win new books 
through our Reading is Leading contest. Everyone 
worked hard on their reading to earn tickets for the book 
drawings each week.  April brings the start of spring 
weather and MSTEP testing.  It is important to keep 
getting a good night’s sleep and to be at school on time 
every day. We want to encourage every student to do 
their best work and make it a positive experience.   
We will continue to increase our reading fluency and 
comprehension skills during intervention time.  Students 
are making huge gains in their My Sidewalks, System 44, 
or Read 180 programs and are reading increasingly 
difficult stories and passing Reading Counts quizzes.  I 
hope to see all of you at parent teacher conferences.  
Please stop by my room (Room 201) and see the work 
your student has been doing. 

  

 

 
 
Hello Friends!   
PreK welcomed March is Reading Month with 
some awesome activities.  Books, books, and 
more books have filled our classroom!  Our 
interest in reading has increased so much that the 
children are reading the big books from Read 
Aloud Time with each other.  They especially 
enjoy using the pointers and asking questions, 
just like the teacher.  Not only did we get to read 
great stories, we also heard great stories too!  Our 
friend Mrs. Linda from Hoyt Library visited us for 
storytelling time.  (We are super excited that we 
get to visit her in April for our next Field Trip.) 
Our class was also invited to meet the author and 
illustrator of the book I Got the Rhythm by Connie 
Schofield-Morrison and Frank Morrison.  The 
book was selected as the 2018 Ready to Read 
Michigan book.  This was such a meaningful 
experience for our children and we greatly 
appreciate the efforts of the PreK Department 
and Henry Doerr Early Childhood Center for 
making it all possible. 
As we prepare for April, we look forward to our 
Home Visits with families.  In addition, we will 
continue our PreK Transition into Kindergarten 
Activities, so that our current PreK friends get to 
experience the fun and excitement that 
Kindergarten has to offer.  We will continue to 
LEAD the Way! 

~Mr. LeRoux & Ms. McLeod 

 

 

 
In April we will continue learning our high frequency 

words (32 words thus far), upper-case and lower-case letters 
and sounds. We will continue to practice our reading and 
writing skills. In writing we are working on capital letters at 
the beginning of a sentence, finger spacing, end marks and 
thinking about if what we have written makes sense. We will 
complete an opinion writing paper. In math we are working on 
deepening our understanding pertaining to numbers and 
extending what we already know about numbers. We are also 
learning about adding and subtracting numbers. In Social 
Studies we are learning about getting along with others, being 
fair, responsible and working together to solve problems.  In 
science we are working on our stem projects. Thank you for all 
who sent in recycled materials so that we can complete our 
stem project. We will also continue to study weather patterns.  

Conferences will be April 12 & 13. I hope to see 
everyone at conferences. We will discuss all the many 
accomplishments that our children have made and what still 
needs to be accomplished before the end of the year. We will 
continue using the OSMO Educational Gaming System that is 
on loan to us from the Saginaw ISD until the beginning of May.      
For the remainder of the year the students have been given the 
opportunity to be involved with a club of their choice. The 
students leave the classroom from 2:30-3:05 on Fridays to go 
to their exclusive Zilwaukee only Raider Rec club. Some 
examples of the clubs are: coding, scrapbooking, boy scouts, 
arts and crafts club, interior decorating club, stem club, 
gardening club, and spoken word club.  

Students have been sent home information about field 
trip to the Loons game on May 30,2018. The cost is $11.00 per 
student. Money is to be collected from families by April 13, 
2018 so that busses can be reserved. 

~ Mrs. Gillette 
 

From the Desk of Ms. Renno, 
School Based Therapist 

 

In March, I was officially placed at Zilwaukee 
permanently as the school-based therapist and 
will no longer be splitting my time between 
schools. With being here full-time, I am excited to 
be able to build my caseload and continue to work 
with my clients on building strong social skills, 
regulating moods and emotions, and working on 
understanding anger and anxiety. I am excited 
with how sessions have been going and am 
excited to start group therapy sessions in March 
and April.  
I know several parents have been sent home with 
referral forms in order to start their children in 
therapy, please return those as soon as possible! 
:) Mrs. Renno 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Time has been flying in first grade! 

We’ve completed another unit in language 
arts, social studies, and math, and we don’t 
have that many more to go! We are also 
finishing up our STEM fair projects as well. 
We had so much fun talking about what 
materials to use for our balloon-powered cars 
and FINALLY getting to race them!  

Moving into April, we will still be talking 
about shapes, patterns, and attributes, as well 
equivalence and place value.  We have also 
made a leap into bigger numbers nad using 
what we already know to solve a harder 
problem! April will be bringing the past, 
present, and future into our social studies 
unit.  We are still working SO hard on fluency 
and knowing our sight words.  

I encourage families to read the 
newsletter each week and make flashcards 
with your students on the spelling words.  I’ve 
also been sending home Reading A to Z 
passages in homework folders that we have 
used in class.  The kids loved getting timed for 
1 minute to see how fast they can read.  In 
May, we have our last round of testing for the 
year.  Students should be at 40 correct words 
per minute at that time. These sheets are an 
easy way to practice each night at home!  

I’m so excited to see all of the growth 
and improvements students have made.  I 
know they will keep surprising me each day 
and I look forward to seeing just how far they 

will go! Thank you for all of your help and 
support thus far! 
                          ~Miss Shannon Fredenburg 
 

 

 
 
It is hard to believe that we are in the last few months of 
school, and I want you to know that I so appreciate the 
opportunity to be your child’s teacher this year! March has 
been a great month in 3rd grade.  We have been 
celebrating reading month, working on our STEM fair 
projects, and we got to attend our trip to Hartley.  Looking 
ahead to April we will start working on our informational 
writing.  Students will choose a topic and do some research 
before beginning the writing process.  In math we will be 
finishing up with multiplying and dividing and moving on to 
geometry.  We will be wrapping up our STEM projects 
shortly, and the students can’t wait to show you what they 
have come up with.  One thing we have been working really 
hard on is building our reading stamina.  So far we have 
been able to read for 32 minutes without any interruptions! 
When we reach 35 minutes the class will earn a pizza party!  
Continue having your child read at home, and don’t forget 
to practice those math facts (especially multiplication and 
division). 

~Mrs. Hickmott 
 

Spring Conferences are scheduled 
for April 12th & 13th. 

Don’t forget to bring your children to your 
scheduled meeting! 

 

 

  
 
Hello everyone,  
I just wanted to remind everyone of some upcoming 
dates that we have in class that you all need to know 
about. First things first, we are coming upon our STEM 
Fair at school. I know many of you have been working on 
this at home. On April 3 and 4th, we will be working on 
our projects in class. I would like to ask for donations of 
any recycled material; this would be most helpful! Also, 
if you wish come in and help out, we will be doing the 
project work in the mornings on those two days.  
 Continuing forward, we are hosting our 4th grade 
student & parent M-STEP session on April 16 at 2:30pm. 
This will be an informative and interactive session. You 
will have the opportunity to put yourself in your child’s 
shoes, so to speak, by experiencing the testing situation 
and completing some released items together. Your child 
will be coming home with a personalized invitation to this 
event.  
 Lastly, the school-wide STEM fair will take place 
on April 11. This is where and when the kids will present 
their projects to their peers. The projects will be on 
display during conferences.  
Student ~parent~ teacher conferences will occur on April 
12 and 13th. Individual meeting times will be scheduled. 
    

Thank you for all that you do,  
 Mr. Hill 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

April Showers are better than Winter Blues!!! 

We are getting to one of our busiest months, 

April. We will be starting our M-Step testing, 

going on a field trip to the Bay City State Park 

and so much more. I would like for all of you 

to know that the students had an amazing time 

at Hartley and it was sure a trip they will not 

forget. Thank you! We are wrapping up on 

adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions 

and mixed numbers in Math and finishing our 

opinion writing, “Are Video Games Helpful or 

Harmful?”. The students are also looking 

forward to showing you the hard work they 

have been putting in on their STEM Fair 

Projects. April is going to be great! Lastly, I 

would like for all of you to know that I 

appreciate YOUR hard work that you are 

putting in with your child. Your children are so 

amazing and I am grateful to be the one that 

gets to teach them.              ~Mrs. Condon 

 
 
                                                      7A/7B and 8A/8B: 
 Our seventh graders have been solving problems dealing 
with Algebraic Expression and Equations and will 
continue after Spring Break.  They have been preparing 
for M-Step by solving sample problems.  
 
**Both 7th grade sections will host a joint M-STEP prep 
session with students and their parents on April 16th at 
8:35am in media center.  It is very important for parents 
to see what is expected of their children.  We also need 
your support during this preparation.  You should have 
received an invitation from your child.  Please RSVP as 
soon as you can. 
 
Our eighth graders will finish solving problems dealing 
with Nonlinear Exponential Patterns.  They will move 
onto problems dealing with Transformational Geometry 
after Spring Break.   
 

Third marking period ends on April 6th.  Students 
will have to turn in any missing work by this date.   

  ~Mrs. Olivares 
 
 
 7th & 8th Grade ELA Classes 

with Miss Walsh 
 

In March, students synergized by 
helping each other edit their literary essay 
drafts. Students were working to write the best 
literary analysis they could. This month it was 
important for students to be self -motivated. I 
provided them with samples and mentor texts, 
but at the end of the day they had to sit down 
and create their own essays. I am really 
impressed with the work coming from the 
students and I hope they shared their essays 
with you at home! 
 As Spring Break approaches, our class 
will is shifting our focus from literary analysis 
to information reading. Informational reading is 
an essential skill that students will be able to 
use in every aspect in their life. During our 
informational reading unit, students will be 
learning how to determine what a good 
informational source is and how to avoid bias 
while reading. 

~Miss Walsh 

  
 
Greetings and salutations parents!    
We are returning from spring break soon.  I hope 
everyone is having a restful, safe, and rejuvenating 
time off.  
The 6th graders are busy cutting, taping, and 
gluing their bits of cardboard, and paper as they 
create their STEM projects.  There is a wide 
variety of inventions and technological 
representations of their individual creations.  Most 
are having a great time collaborating with one 
another.  
 We’ve just finished an extensive study on various 
cultures, and the development of cultures and 
societies in general.  Students are gaining an 
appreciation of where we’ve come from, and as we 
move into the history of our use of natural 
resources, we’re learning how they have impacted 
our earth.   
We continue to move through the ELA curriculum 
and students are learning critical skills that carry 
over to all other subjects. 

~ Mr. Gledhill 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of… 

Mr. Allington 
 

This March, resource room students had a lot of fun 
helping build a mini wigwam inside the classroom as they 
read native American myths and legends as they worked 
on reading for meaning comprehension strategies and 
writing skills. The 4th graders were a bit upset when the 
5th and 6th graders took the wigwam over to the 
Kindergarten class to read to our Kindergarten friends. 
The wigwam is now back in the resource room and is 
enjoyed by all as a reading and work nook. 
  

This Spring, April will have more opportunities for 
parents and families to come support and celebrate 
student achievements and learning. The first weeks of 
April, please come to learn more about the M-STEP tests 
and even take a practice test yourself with your child to 
see what it is really like. You should have already 
received a personal invitation from your child. The 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, or 
STEM Fair will be Wednesday April 11th, with displays 
set up during student/parent conferences that week. This 
is a new change from the traditional science fair, and 
incorporates more opportunities for hands-on designing, 
problem solving, and building into the scientific method. 
In addition to the STEM Fair, there will be a fun Family 
STEM night on April 24th after school.  April in the 
resource room will also include reviews of important 
reading comprehension skills, writing paragraph essays 
on topic, and math problem solving using careful 
computations. These skills and strategies, along with 
family support and encouragement, will help your child 
confidently perform their very best on the upcoming 
Spring tests. I hope everyone a warm and happy Spring.  

 
~Mr. Allington 

 

7th & 8th Grade Social Studies  
with Mrs. Blondin 

 
Hello Zilwaukee families! 
 
Our 7th graders have been learning about 
the exploration of the Byzantine Empire 
and how it is an example of the global 
pattern of “adaptation” and “reorganizing 
and restoring order.” Students have been 
comparing and contrasting the Roman and 
Byzantine Empires through a mini-lecture, 
maps, and a timeline activity. They have 
been assessing the pressures placed on the 
Byzantine Empire and using primary 
documents to learn about the silk industry. 
Up Next, is an introduction to the Islamic 
Empire this will provide students with a 
rich example of cultural diffusion. Students 
will learn how to consider geographic 
features that have influenced human 
activity through guided reading exercises 
and interactive PowerPoints. In exploring 
Islam as a world religion, students consider 
the characteristics that enabled the 
spreading of the universal belief systems. 
 Our 8th graders have been 
examining the course and characters of the 
Civil War. Using charts and graphs, 
students will begin to analyze the 
respective advantages and disadvantages 
of the Union and the Confederacy on the 
eve of the Civil War. Students will be 
analyzing how and why the North won the 
war, and Lincoln’s presidency with respect 
to his military and political leadership. 
They also will be examining in depth the 
turning points of the war and evaluate how 
the political, military, and diplomatic 
leaderships affected the outcome of the 
conflict.  We will also be exploring the role 
of African Americans during the war, 
including the soldiers and regiments that 
increased resistance of enslaved peoples. 
We will be comparing motives for fighting 
and the daily life experiences of people 
from both sides during the war.  Both 
classes have been working so hard and I am 
truly proud of all the work they have 
achieved.  

 Great Job!!!    

 

 
  
MASTER MINUTES!   Please have your child 
read 20 minutes per night, practice writing to 
various prompts, and practice math fluency on 
a nightly basis! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

From the Desk of Ms. Wyatt 
 
Spring is in the air and young minds are 
growing!  Your children have been learning 
strategies in the resource setting to solve 
percent of a number problems for 7th graders 
and linear functions for our students in the 8th 
grade. I am so amazed at how much growth our 
students have made with writing.  The students 
are composing well thought out paragraphs that 
demonstrate their creativity and purpose.  
 
 Remember M-STEP is rapidly approaching and 
it is not too late to encourage your children to 
reach for excellence!  You can support your 
children by together practicing basic math facts 
or even reading a book together.  If your student 
likes to text, persuade them to send messages 
in complete sentences only.  There are many 
ways we can foster great learning habits at 
home.  
 
 And as always, parents are always welcome to 
stop in my classroom and volunteer at your 
personal comfort levels.   

Hope to see you soon!   
 
                                                                                                                                              
 

From the Desk of Lisa Hodges, TAC 
Welcome Back. I hope everyone enjoyed spring 
break!!!!!  
Congratulations to Mr. Hill’s 4th Grade 
Classroom for best attendance for the month of 
March. Keep up the good work. Attendance is 
the key to success!   
Friendly Reminder… School Doors open at 
8:20am. The first bell rings at 8:30am.  Students 
must be in the classroom by the 8:35am. 
Students are tardy at 8:36am; more than 20 
minutes late is a half day unexcused absence 
unless Dr. Excuse / Dr. Appt. For middle school 
students, 20 minutes is absent for that period.  
Dismissal is 3:20am. Students leaving 20 or more 
minutes prior to the bell are also absent for the 
pm or for that period.  
Please encourage your child to be on time and 
please call when your child is absent.  
Absences for more than two days requires a 
doctor’s note in order to be excused.  
Students who leave when a sibling has an 
appointment and/or sick will be considered 
unexcused. 

 

Mark Your Calendar!! 
Zilwaukee School’s FAMILY 
 

 

Night 
Sponsored by SVSU  

Tuesday, April 24th 

5:00pm-6:30pm 

MS Science -Mr. Phelps: 

 

In seventh grade science, students are grappling 
with the environmental impact of pollution, human 
population growth, land use, and natural resource 
consumption. 
 

At the eighth grade level, our school’s young 
scientists are exploring the concepts of evolution 
and natural selection. 
 
All students are spending time in science class 
designing and constructing their STEM Fair 
projects for the April 11 presentations. 
 

Ask your child about Raider Rec Time! 

 
End in Mind: Staff will provide multiple opportunities 

for through the Leader In Me process for students to 

gain knowledge, participate in hands on experiences, and 

be prepared to select a pathway to a college, career, or 

vocation.  

What students are doing: Students will partake in 

activities related to an interest club of their selection, 

which is led by the staff on Fridays from 2:30pm-

3:05pm. 
 

Be sure to ask your child about his/her club and how it 

may tie to a future career interest! 



 
 
 
 

 

Miss McCaffrey’s Classroom News! 
 
In our classroom this month we are working on many 
different and interesting things. The students have learned 
about all the different book that Dr. Seuss wrote. We 
worked on some cool activities to go along with the theme 
in his books. We started the month finishing off the 
interesting people that inspired Black History Month we 
made peanut butter for National Peanut Butter Lovers Day 
in honor of George Washington Carver and all the things 
he invented with peanuts. We are still trying to grow the 
peanuts. 
The different Dr. Seuss book that we read were books 
including The Cat in The Hat, There's a Wocket in my 
Pocket, Butter Battle Book, Bartholomew and the Oobleck 
and my absolute favorite Green Eggs and Ham. I enjoyed 
making the green eggs and ham with Sam I Am. The 
students enjoyed making slime for the book Bartholomew 
and the Oobleck and making a Wocket in a Pocket. The 
student also had a butter battle and made homemade 
butter and we battled which side of the bread we were 
going to spread.  
 In math we are focusing on finishing up with Clocks and 
Coins we played what does the Clock say. We learned 
how to convert time into different time spans. We learned 
about all the different coins and their value. We continue 
to learn about money as we make our way into the month 
of April.  
The students ended the month learning about the different 
landforms and We learned about Mountains, Valley, 
Deserts, islands and plateaus volcanoes and hills. The 
students enjoyed Synergizing to make a volcano in their 
small groups.   

As we come back from Spring break the student 
will be preparing to take the MI Access and as we do 
please remember that we are asking that you child get 
plenty of sleep and come to school ready to tackle the test 
with confidence.  

 

 Congratulations to our 
Leaders of the Month for March: 

Honesty Smith 
Caleb Smith 

Urijah Hernandez 
Isabella Colpean 
Natalia Chacon 
Owen Roberts 
Olivia Luera 
DaNiya Page 
Daijon Wynn 
Paul Knights 

Manuel Chacon 
Megan Kopka 
Laila Merino 
John Lagalo 

Sanai Chaney 
Kiasia Foster 

Jaxson Seemann 
Amaria Ford 

Quinton Wilson 
Alyvia Bennet 

Khloe Hill 
Joshua Hudson 
Jayde Gaudette 

Deborah Patterson 
Sha’Kel McCaskey 
Talarus Whiting 
Bryana Gomez 

 

 

 Our school supported the 
LLS; we are looking forward to making a 
difference in the lives of blood cancer 
patients!  Our total donations =$869.34 

1st place – 3rd Grade Class 

2nd place – 1st Grade Class 

3rd place –Kindergarten Class 

*FIELD TRIP – May 30th 

Kid’s Day at the Loon’s Game 

All permission slip forms and money 

($11/per student) are due to your child’s 

teacher on or before April 13th. 

Ticket = $7.00 for lawn seats 

Bus = $4.00  

 


