
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:   
Growing Leaders Together! 

Our Mission at Zilwaukee School is to 
LEAD!  

Live the 7 Habits 
Exceed Expectations 
Accept responsibility for academics and actions 
Do the right thing when no one is looking 
 

February 2018 Newsletter 
Office Hours:  7:45am-4:15pm 

School Hours: 

8:30am-3:20pm    

www.spsd.net/zilwaukee 
    

 
 

 

 
 
February 2nd – Winter White Out Dance, Grades 6-8                         
 
February 7th – PTCC Meeting – 5:30pm   
Please join us! We would love your input! 
 
February 13th -100th Day of School  
(unless snow day before this date) 
 
February 14th- Valentine’s Day  
(Classroom celebrations optional, 2:30pm-3:10pm 
 
February 16th – Daddy & Daughter Dance 

 
February 27 – Leader of the Month Reception, 
10:15am & Growing Leaders Assembly, 11:00am 

 

Principal’s Corner   
Second semester is filled with many activities & 
events for students and families alike!  Please look 
for information on our school’s webpage at 
www.spsd.net/zilwaukee, or Like us on Facebook 
for weekly updates. Notices about upcoming 
events will be shared with families on a weekly 
basis. 
Our focus for the month of February includes, 
however is not limited to: academic and personal 
goal setting, math fluency practice, building 
reading stamina, M-STEP prep in grades 3-8, 
STEM Fair projects, Black History Month, Random 
Acts of Kindness, 100th Day of School, Valentine’s 
Day, 7 Habits integration and application, career 
cruising, and Junior Achievement lessons. Whew!  
Wait until you see what we have planned for 
March! Please SAVE the DATE for March 2nd, 
which is Read Across America Day!  Parents will 
be invited to spend some time with us in the 
morning. 
Please stay in tune with the project that your child 
is planning for the upcoming STEM Fair.  

2018 STEM Fair Timeline for February 

Creative problem solving, investigation, and 

innovation. 
Step 1, Ask - Week of 1-29 (Due 2-2) 
Step 2, Imagine- Week of 2-5 (Due 2-9) 
Step 3, Plan -  Week of 2-12 (Due 2-16) 
Step 4, Create- Weeks of 2-19 & 2-26 (Due 3-2) 
 
Lastly, the office staff has been receiving an 
increased number of requests from parents to 
speak with teachers during the school day. Please 
note that teachers are not able to stop instruction 
in order to meet with parents or speak with them 
on the phone during instructional time.   
Please email your child’s teacher to set up 
available times to meet. We thank you in advance 
for your cooperation. Yours in Education, 

                                                      Mrs. Munoz 😊 

 

 

Spring 2018 Testing Window 
 
The Spring 2018 testing windows for the M-
STEP and MI-Access assessments will span 
seven weeks from April 9 – May 25, 2018.  
 
The M-STEP online window is divided into 
two 4-week grade level sub-windows:  

♦ Online testing for grades 5, 8, and 11: 
April 9 – May 4, 2018 

 ♦ Online testing for grades 3, 4, 6, and 7: 
April 30 – May 25, 2018 
 
 This avoids as many spring breaks as possible, 
ends before Memorial Day, and provides maximum 

flexibility within two extended testing windows. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.spsd.net/zilwaukee
http://www.spsd.net/zilwaukee


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from  
Zilwaukee School’s Parent Liaison! 

 
I am Jeannie Burkhart, parent liaison for 
Zilwaukee School. I’ve been involved in the 
school for 32 years. This month I’m working on 
a fundraiser for the school to buy a new sound 
system. I am also working on getting the SVSU 
STEM bus at our school. I’m trying to assist 
teachers and students to get more involved in 
this program as it is a hands-on learning 
approach. 
 
I invite you to join us at our next Parent 
Teacher Community Council Meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 7th from 
5:30pm-6:30pm.  The meeting will take place 
in the media center. 

 
 

Hi Friends!  

 

 Our PreK Leaders have been putting forth extra 

efforts with letter identification, number 

recognition, counting, and name writing.  We 

are practicing these skills everyday by searching 

for letters and numbers that are “hidden” in the 

classroom.  We are also becoming Confident 

Counters by counting in number order.  Read 

Aloud time is also great fun, as we are learning 

various concepts of print such as; front of book, 

back of book, title, author, illustrator, where it 

tells the story, and our all-time favorite the 

wrap around cover.  We just recently attended 

our second Field Trip of the year when we 

visited the Mid-Michigan Children’s 

Museum.  We explored a medical area, air 

tubes, arts and crafts, a conveyor belt, musical 

instruments, vehicles, a store, water play area, 

and a rock climbing wall.  Our visit ended with 

everyone (adults included) participating with a 

really big parachute!  We all worked together to 

make the parachute go up and down and even 

“popped popcorn”.  Our leadership was on 

great display, as we followed the expectations 

on the bus and at the museum. 

With February fast approaching, we are excited 

about adding the job of Mail Delivery for the 

Leader of the Day.  PreK Friends will be creating 

pictures and cards in envelopes for our School 

Friends in the building.  This will give us another 

chance to showcase our leadership.  PreK Will 

LEAD the Way! 
 
             ~Mr. LeRoux & Ms. McLeod 

 

 
 

In Language Arts we will continue to work on upper 
case/lower case letters, working on spelling and 
using high frequency words in sentences( I, the my, 
is, am, to we, have, a for, like, he, little, go, to a will, 
the and, in, is, it, not, no, can, you, yes, help, me, am, 
come, like, see, my, at, here, on up, look, this).We 
are working on beginning consonant sounds, 
rhyming words, concepts of print, phoneme 
segmentation(breaking down words into 
sounds).We will also continue to work on the 5 
components of reading(phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension). In 
math we are counting to 100, counting by 10’s to 
100. We are writing our numbers to 100. We are 
exploring measurement. We are learning about data 
and data representation. We are learning about 
needs and wants in Social Studies. In science we are 
continuing to learn about animals, plants and 
weather. Homework is sent on Friday and returns on 
Friday. This is some great practice work. We 
appreciate family’s choice to help their students in 
this way!              

~ Mrs. Gillette 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Graders are becoming great writers! 
We have just finished writing facts and 
opinions about the best Christmas gift we 
received. I am always interested to see what 
my writers have to say. We are also working 
on reading more chapter books. Students are 
able to check out a chapter book from the 
classroom library. When they are done 
reading it, they are responsible for writing a 
summary of the book. This helps them learn 
to read with comprehension. As soon as their 
summary is done, they are able to check out 
another book. Being able to choose their own 
books and switch at their own pace has been 
great for the students. In math, we are working 
so hard to master subtraction with regrouping. 
We are also learning the rules about even and 
odd numbers. Another favorite activity that will 
carry into February will be Junior 
Achievement. Students are learning about 
money management, goods and services and 
manufacturing. Our favorite lesson so far has 
been the one where we got to make donuts! 

~Mrs. Bailey-Majchzrak 
 

 

 
 

Three cheers for finishing our second round of 
AIMSweb testing! Students worked so hard to do their 
very best on all of their recent testing and I am SO proud 
of them!  Looking forward into February, we will 
continue working on being kind to one another, sharing 
compliments, and focusing on OUR behavior. For math, 
we will be working on finding missing numbers in story 
problems, looking at place value, moving more into 
two-digit addition and subtraction, continuing time, 
and money!  In science, we are learning about light, 
sound, and heat energy.  Our unit in social studies is all 
about maps and globes.  We are learning about different 
bodies of water and land masses.  In language arts, we 
continue to work on our weekly spelling words, fluency, 
and comprehension.  We’ve begun our unit on 
informative and expository writing and learning how to 
put facts into our writing. First grade is surprising me 
every day with how much they can learn and 
understand! I’m excited to keep seeing our progress 
this month!         
                                      ~Miss Shannon Fredenburg 

 

 

 
 

 
Hello families, 
 This month we are focusing on many 
aspects within our academics. And not only 
academics but sharpening our saw as well. 
We are getting ready for our field trip to 
Hartley Education Center in March. We 
have many important dates in the weeks 
ahead, please watch out for them in your 
student’s folder. Along with our field trip, 
we are also getting ready and practicing for 
M-Step. We are working hard and diligently 
in our room to be prepared and focused 
every day. We start our day right at 8:30, 
please have your student here and ready to 
pump it up! :) Thank you for sharing your 
child with me and us, I am blessed beyond 
belief to work with each and every one of 
them!  

~ Mrs. Condon 
www.condonscoolclass.weebly.com 

 

  
 

Woohoo! We have finished our second round of 
AIMSweb testing, and I am so proud of the growth the 
kids have shown.  We have started our M-step practice, 
and will continue preparing ourselves for the test in 
April.  In math we have started learning about 
fractions.  I’ll admit it was frustrating at first for many of 
the kids, but boy have they caught on quickly.  The 
students in my room are doing great with fractions, and 
I am so proud of all the hard work they have been 
putting in.  This month we started having Junior 
Achievement once a week.  The students have been 
learning all about communities, money, and goods and 
services.  Last time the students even got to practice 
making deposits and withdrawals from a bank 
account.  We are getting very excited about our Hartley 
trip that is coming up in March.  Friendly reminder that 
the paperwork and money is due on February 16th.  I 
love working with your kids, and can’t wait to see what 
this month will bring.                 ~Mrs. Hickmott 
    

http://www.condonscoolclass.weebly.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Greetings and salutations from Mr. Gledhill's 
room.  We have a few changes that we're 
temporarily shifting into our daily routines. With 
the M-STEP coming up, we are incorporating 
some practice tests during our morning MTSS 
intervention time. We were fortunate enough to 
have a pair of district guides come to our room 
and teach the students what to expect. It was 
very informative and the class was attentive and 
receptive.  
We also have a volunteer from Junior 
Achievement come into our room once a week 
with a prepared lesson on a different social 
studies lesson. She does such a great job 
introducing lessons like Free-Trade and Cultural 
Diffusion.  It's a wonderful program Saginaw 
provides.                                   ~Mr. Gledhill 

 
 
                                                      7A/7B and 8A/8B: 
**Students will be receiving a new notebook for 
taking notes. These will remain in the 
room.  Students need to bring their own pencils 
daily.  We have a supply, if needed, but it is 
limited. ** 
Seventh graders are reviewing to take the Unit 
3:  Proportional Reasoning and Similarity post-
test.  They will begin Unit 4:  Ratio, Proportion 
and Percent, for which they have already taken a 
pre-test. 
Eighth graders are reviewing to take the Unit 
3:  Shapes of Number post-test.  They will begin 
Unit 4:  Introduction to Nonlinear Exponential 
Patterns, for which they have already taken a 
pre-test. 
**Also, I am tracking all my students work on a 
weekly basis.  I will be calling home if they are 
not keeping themselves on track.  They will also 
be doing missing work during recess.  If they 
chose not to do their work at the appropriate 
times they will be giving up some of their free 
time.  If there are any questions please contact 
me at the school.  I am usually at school until 
5:00 p.m.                                                     

  ~Mrs. Olivares 
 
 
 

7th & 8th Grade ELA Classes 
with Miss Walsh 

 
In 7th grade, we are just finishing reading The Giver. 
While many students struggled getting into the book 
when we first started, it is very common that now 
they ask to keep reading when we finish for the class 
period! I think many of them have discovered a love 
for Dystopian Fiction. After we finish the novel, 
students will be looking at the theme of the novel 
and developing a 5- paragraph essay exploring it. 
The second semester will have a larger focus on 
writing and students will need to be building their 
writing stamina to be ready for the larger research 
project at the end of the year! 
 
In 8th grade, the students are about ¾ of the way 
through the novel Esperanza Rising. The novel looks 
at a girl their age and tracks her journey to a new 
country after losing most of her family and all of her 
wealth. The students really seem to be enjoying the 
drama Esperanza experiences as she begins work for 
the first time and is experiencing poverty during The 
Great Depression. After the novel is done, we will be 
taking a closer look at the novel and students will be 
writing a 5-paragraph essay analyzing the story. So 
far, we have seen some growth in reading levels, but 
I look forward to even more growth this semester! 

~Miss Walsh 

 

In Science, our 7th grade students are exploring 
living things and the environment, including an 
overview of habitats, ecosystems, populations, 
adaptations, symbiosis, and succession.  
 
The 8th grade classes are focused on a study of 
the concept of genetic coding that touches on 
DNA replication, and mutations. 
 

~ Mr. Phelps 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of… 

Mr. Allington 
The Elementary Resource Room is a resource for 
parents as well as students. Parents, do let me know if 
you need any ideas or materials for reading and math 
at home. A great source for parents is the Scholastic 
website: 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/?esp=CORPHP/
ib/////NAV/Parents/MAIN/ParentsHP//// .  
I also have a Reading A-Z Raz Kids account for 
students to use here at school or at home. This fun 
reading program also quizzes them on 
comprehension, fluency, and sight words. I can add 
parents on via their e-mail to access and get updates 
and reports on their child’s reading. Give me a call if 
you need their login and passwords. Don’t forget 
about your local library for great sources of reading 
and learning resources, especially on these cold days.   
 

 

  ~Mr. Allington 

 

7th & 8th Grade Social Studies  
with Mrs. Blondin 

***Students are Required to Bring a 

Notebook and 3 Ring Binder to Class 

Daily**  

 
7th graders will begin exploring the 
development and emergence of empires 
during the era from 1000 B.C.E. to 500 
C.E.  Learning about factors that have 
influenced the rise and fall of empires, 
and why historians use eras and time 
periods to explain human 
activity.  Students will be able to compare 
and contrast the characteristics of a city-
state, civilization, and empire.   
 
8th Graders will explore the growth of 
reform movements and their 
consequences during the antebellum 
period.  Students will examine the origins 
and characters of a variety of reform 
movements including education, 
abolition, women’s rights, and 
temperance. Reflecting the era by 
analyzing the contradictions between the 
movement for universal white male 
suffrage and the disenfranchisement of 

free African American men and all 
women. 

From the Desk of Ms. Renno, School Based 
Therapist 
 

Hello Families!  
This month I am going to continue to focus 
on getting to know all of the children on 
my caseload as well as work toward 
completing referrals and adding more 
children in need of school-based therapy 
services. I am happy to be here and have 
enjoyed my time so far with the Zilwaukee 
Family. 
 I cannot wait to continue to work with all 
of the wonderful students and families!  
 
  

Mrs. VandeSteeg’s Classroom News… 
 

Our class is going to be exploring the ancient Egypt. 
We are going to be making Pharaohs death masks. 
Also, the class is going to be making a cartouche for 
the outside of the tomb that our class is going to be 
creating as a whole class. We are going to be diving 
deeper into the customs and culture of the ancient 
Egypt and comparing them to the customs and 
culture of what our class does in their daily lives.   
 
 

From the Desk of Ms. Wyatt 

 

In the middle school resource classroom, 
our students are learning to be organized 
and self-sufficient individuals.  We have 
completed the first semester of school and 
will be focusing on preparing for the 
Michigan Student Test of Educational 
Progress.  We will be working on 
foundational math skills (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division) as 
well as current grade level concepts.  Our 
students will revisit important reading 
strategies as well as building reading 
stamina.  Students are being encouraged to 
“Be Proactive” by being prepared for 
learning with needed supplies.  Don’t be 
shy parents, stop by and see what we are 
doing in room 315. 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/?esp=CORPHP/ib/////NAV/Parents/MAIN/ParentsHP////
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/?esp=CORPHP/ib/////NAV/Parents/MAIN/ParentsHP////


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

    From the Desk of Mrs. Davenport 
Hello Zilwaukee Families! This year is already 

starting to fly by!! Since Spring is right around 

the corner I am going to be working on spring 

cleaning and sending documents home for 

next school year. These documents include 

School of Choice Forms and Open Enrollment 

Forms. If they come home with your child 

please be sure to fill them out and turn in to 

either your child’s teacher or to me in the 

office. This month we are also starting a new 

fundraising opportunity with Subway! Flyers 

will be coming home soon with details! This 

will be a presale fundraiser and cash must be 

turned in to the office prior to getting your 

discount cards. I will have the cards in the 

office for sale as well! The proceeds will be 

used for a new sound system for our school! If 

you have any questions as always please don’t 

hesitate to contact me.             Thank you, 

Mrs. Davenport 

adavenport@spsd.net 

989-399-5202 

 
                                                                                                                                              
 

From the Desk of Ms. Henton,  
Title I Teacher 

 
We have been hard at work improving our 

reading fluency and comprehension.  Students 

in 3rd-6th grade have been reading 

increasingly more difficult text and still 

getting great scores on their quizzes. The 1st 

and 2nd grade students have been practicing 

sight words and phonics.  We have been 

enjoying reader’s theater and partner reading 

to practice our fluency. 

We just finished our winter benchmark 

testing and all of my students have seen 

increases in their scores since fall 

testing.  Keep up the great work and continue 

reading at home! 
~Ms. Henton 

 

Congratulations to our Leaders of the 
Month for January: 

 
Ava Chacon 

Parker Bellinger 
Korianna Barney 

Kaydence Packard 
Brandon Byrd 

Malaya Singleton 
Harmony Davis 
Krisiana Tello 
Cloie Rupert 

Santino Miller 
Marques Packard 

Nyasia Brea Gomez 
Key’Arra Scott-Green 

Marquan Jackson 
Kiasia Foster 

Jeremiah Brewer 
Megan Hickey 
Brianna Hickey 

Tyler Symkowiak 
Anthony Robinson 

Victoria Hernandez 
Vicente Rodriguez 
Areannah McCall 
Michael Dorst 
Keith Dawson 

Oscar Martinez 
Rayshawn Jones 

 

 

mailto:adavenport@spsd.net


 
From the Desk of Lisa Hodges, TAC 

 
Congratulations to the Zilwaukee students with 
perfect attendance for the first semester: 

Maylee Long / Pre-k 
Braylon Diggs / Pre-K 

Erin Fuller / 2nd 
Austin Davenport / 3rd 

  

Friendly Reminder… School doors open at 8:20am.  
The first bell rings at 8:30am.  Students must be in 
the classroom by the 8:35am. Students are tardy at 
8:36am. More than 20 minutes late is a half day 
unexcused absence unless Dr. excuse / Dr. appt.  
For middle school students, 20 minutes is absent 
for the period.  
Dismissal is at 3:20am. Students leaving 20 or 
more minutes prior to the bell is absent for the 
afternoon or for that period.  
Please encourage your child to be on time and 
please call when your child is absent.  
Absent for more than two days requires a Dr. 
excuse to be considered for excusal.  
Students who leave when a sibling has an 
appointment or sick will be considered unexcused. 
 

PBIS Corner (Positive Behavior Intervention Supports) 
School Improvement Plan Goal #4: 
Strategy 3: Safe and Effective Learning Environment - Staff will promote a safe and effective learning 

environment through the Leader In Me Process, Restorative Justice, and a positive, collaborative climate 

that is conducive for student success. 
 
Zilwaukee held their school-wide Kick Off on Monday and what a way to start of the week! All students 
and staff gathered together in the gym for the assembly. Staff wore their school colors and t-shirts. Many 
of the students were dressed in school t-shirts to show their school pride as well. Staff was ready, 
students were eagerly anticipating an exciting presentation, but the technology faltered! That didn't stop 
the quick-thinking staff of Zilwaukee, however. The principal gave the charge after she and her team 
huddled around the computer cart deciding their next move. Students would begin their rotations through 
the various stations to learn about the expectations for each location and the school wide assembly would 
happen at the end of the day. Staff quickly adjusted their plans and were able to move students 
throughout the building to describe appropriate and inappropriate behaviors of each location. When staff 
and students returned to the gym at the end of the day, everything went smoothly! Students viewed a 
video starring the staff and students of Zilwaukee demonstrating appropriate and inappropriate behaviors 
in the classroom and hallway. Staff participated in role-playing the right and wrong way to behave in the 
cafeteria. Students laughed at the outrageous behavior demonstrated by staff. The principal explained 
that much of what had been demonstrated by staff has been behavior that has been observed throughout 
the building. Students now know for sure what kind of behavior is expected and acceptable. 
Kudos to the staff and principal for your quick thinking and making those adjustments to ensure that your 
Kick Off was a success! Well done!      Written by Ms. Martha Fordham 

MTSS Coordinator 
         Saginaw Public Schools 

 
 

School Improvement Plan Goal #4: 
Zilwaukee School will become a stable and 

high performing organization to promote the 

success of all students.    
  

Measurable Objective 1: Increase student 

growth in implementing the Leader In Me 

principles and practices by 09/30/2018 as 

measured by decreased skyward discipline and 

attendance referrals 

 

Strategy 1: Continuous Growth Model - All 

staff will instruct and model routines and 

procedures to promote high performing 

organization in the building. Students will learn 

and implement leadership skills, routines and 

procedures through the framework of Leader in 

Me.  

  

Student Activity: To impact student growth, 

students will set goals for their individual, 

classroom, and school behavior data.  

 

(Academic goals will also be set in all content 

areas). 

 


