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Due to the recent COVID-19 pandemic, the Secretary of State mailed all registered voters an absentee application for 
the November 2020 election. Every registered voter can vote absentee. You may return your absentee ballot in person 
to your local Clerk’s office up until Election Day on November 3rd at 8pm. To obtain your Absentee Ballot or Register 
to Vote visit www.michigan.gov.

 visit     www.spsd.net    contact   Leisa Schirmer

 email   lschirmer@spsd.net    phone     989.399.6680

For more information 

mailing
label area

Saginaw Public Schools strives to 
provide student-centered learning 
environments that address the 
needs of the whole child. In order 
for our students to achieve their full 
potential, we have determined that 
our facilities need improvements 
to address long term growth and 
sustainability. 

Some of the challenges faced by the District include: 

� Classrooms are not at full capacity

� Classroom hardwood floors have buckled and create a safety risk

� Ceilings and lighting are beyond their useful lives

� Asphalt paving is failing in many areas

� Window seals are broken

� Our infrastructure cannot support modern technology

� Poor HVAC and ventilation - 2nd floor temperatures cannot be
controlled at least 4 months of the school year

� Plumbing and hot water systems are beyond their useful lives

� Main building steps, brick, and stone are crumbling

� Pool cannot open for use without upgrades to meet code

� Building foundation shifts causing issues for doors and hallways

� Existing mechanical / electrical systems are inefficient and require
extensive maintenance

� Playground equipment is old and too small for number of students

What is driving the effort to consolidate our high schools into one 
new comprehensive high school?
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what are we voting on?
On November 3, 2020, voters in Saginaw Public School District will be asked to consider a $99.5M 
bond proposal to address the district’s goals of replacing or updating aging facilities and infrastructure, 
stabilizing enrollment, creating modern learning environments to support updated curricular / extra-
curricular programming, providing equitable spaces and programming for our students, and increasing 
student achievement.  

� Underutilized buildings

 � Aging Infrastructure

 � Declining enrollment

 � Desire to strengthen security

 � Spaces which support 
high school programming 
that is comprehensive, 
equitable and competitive 
academically, socially,  
and athletically

� Competitive & equitable learning spaces

� Security enhancements in our schools

� More robust programming for our students through consolidation

� Dollars kept in our classrooms by using bond dollars for building
upgrades and technology instead of using our operational dollars
to upgrade our aging buildings

� Preserves and enhances district facilities, which can
protect & improve property values

� Positive impact on student enrollment

� Positive influence on business investment

� Employee recruitment opportunities

According to the US General Accounting Office 
almost three-fourths of existing US schools in 1996 
were constructed before 1970. Of these schools,  
about one-third of schools had need of extensive repair 
or replacement and almost two-thirds had at least 
one inadequate building feature such as substandard 
plumbing, roofing, or electrical systems. Moreover,  
58 percent had at least one unsatisfactory environmental 
condition such as inadequate ventilation, acoustics, or 
physical security.

A growing body of research has found that school 
facilities can have a profound impact on both teacher 
and student outcomes. With respect to teachers, 
school facilities affect teacher recruitment, retention, 
commitment, and effort. With respect to students, 
school facilities affect health, behavior, engagement, 
learning, and growth in achievement. Thus, researchers 
generally conclude that without adequate facilities and 
resources, it is extremely difficult to serve large numbers 
of children with complex needs.

for our kids

bond 2020 goals

Property Tax Impact

Market Value of 
Your Property

Taxable Value of  
Your Property

Yearly
Tax Impact

Monthly 
Tax Increase

$100,000 $50,000 $350.00 $30.00

$70,000 $35,000 $240.00 $20.00

$67,321 $33,660 $236.00 $19.60

$30,000 $15,000 $100.00 $8.30

Zillow 2020 places Saginaw’s Avg. Home Value at $67,321. 
This value equates to a tax increase of less than $20/month.
To calculate YOUR specific property tax impact go to Saginaw Public Schools’ website www.spsd.net

Conceptual Rendering of New High School 

Paid for by Saginaw Public Schools, 550 Millard Street, Saginaw, Michigan 48607

November 3rd Election Day

Images of the condition of our current schools.

27% Decline Projected –  
A Decrease of 1,965 Students



	� New Building / Site

	� 4-Story Academic Center

	� Safe / Secure Welcome Center

	� Multi-Discipline Classrooms / Learning 
Studios

	� Faculty Planning Centers

	� STEAM Studio / Maker Space

	� Special Education Classrooms

	� Media Center / Learning Commons

	� Collaboration Areas

	� Dining Commons Area

	� Competition Gymnasium

	�Weight Fitness Center

	� Athletic Team Locker Suite

	� Athletic Upgrades (Track, Soccer, Tennis, 
Baseball, Softball, Football Stadium)

	� Theater / Auditorium Upgrades

	� Music Studios

	� Art Studios

	� Flexible Furniture

	� Instructional Technology

	� Classroom Upgrades

	� Flexible Furniture

	� Safe / Secure  
Welcome Center

	� Instructional 
Technology

	� Special Education 
Classroom Upgrades

	� Media Center / 
Learning Commons

	� Theater / Auditorium 
Upgrades

	� Dining Commons 
Upgrades

	� Art Studio Upgrades

	� Music Studio / Band 
Room Upgrades

	� Football Bleacher 
Replacement

	� Floor Finish and 
Ceiling Upgrades

	� Interior / Exterior 
Doors, Frames, & 
Hardware Upgrades

	� LED Lighting 
Upgrades

	� Site Improvements

	� HVAC Upgrades

New Building- Handley School 
(500 students)

Comprehensive High School 
(1,200 Students)

Remodel Existing Saginaw H.S. 
for New Middle School  
(800 Students)

Features of Bond 2020

Athletic Upgrades - Football Stadium & 
Team Locker Suite

Multi-Discipline Classrooms / Learning Studios

Competition Gymnasium

STEAM Studio / Maker Space

Classroom Upgrades with Flexible Furniture

Science / Technology Labs Upgrades Classroom Upgrades with Flexible Furniture

PreK-5 Classrooms / Learning Studios Flexible Learning Spaces

Media Center / Learning CommonsEarly Childhood and Elementary Playground 
EquipmentMedia Center / Learning Commons

Dear Saginaw Community,

Horace Mann, a pioneer in the establishment 

of the American Public School system said, 

“Education then beyond all other devices 

of human origin is the great equalizer of 

the conditions of men”. Even in nineteenth 

century America, our predecessors knew 

that a strong and equal educational 

system leveled the playing field for all and 

provided true opportunity. This is our goal in 

developing the Strategic Plan that ultimately 

led to the proposed bond for Saginaw Public 

Schools this November. I am pleased and excited to share with you our 

master facilities plan for the upcoming Bond Program that will support 

our goals to bring necessary equality in our facilities, curricular and extra-

curricular offerings, and enhanced programming opportunities to Saginaw 

Public Schools. The motivation for embarking on this ambitious plan is 

simple: giving students in Saginaw Public Schools the best educational 

environment possible. It is well documented in research that there is a link 

between well-designed, high-quality learning environments and student 

achievement. Likewise, it is also well researched that high quality curricular 

and extra-curricular programming develops a comprehensive, well 

prepared citizen who is able to access and contribute to a global economy. 

The information contained in this brochure documents current challenges 

with our facilities: an aging infrastructure, lack of physical spaces to support 

modern programming, the connection to student enrollment trends and 

finally, the exciting improvements to our system that we are proposing. As 

I close my opening statement, I ask Why not us? Why not pursue what we 

believe is the best for our students and equality for all? If not now, when? 

Thank you for your support of Saginaw Public Schools.

Most of the current SASA building would be demolished, maintaining only the gym and auditorium. SASA would 
be relocated to the current Arthur Hill site, co-located with a new Handley Elementary School, creating a gifted 
and talented campus. A modern comprehensive high school would be built at the SASA site, which is located in 
the center of the city.

The plans and images shown on these pages represent the scope and direction for these 
projects. The final designs would be accomplished through a collaborative planning effort with 
district and community representatives.

Remodel Existing Arthur Hill H.S. 
for SASA (800 Students)

	� Classroom Upgrades

	� Flexible Furniture

	� Instructional Technology

	� Science / Technology Labs 
Upgrades

	� Theater / Auditorium Upgrades

	� Pool Upgrades

	� Locker Room Upgrades

	� Gymnasium Upgrades

	� Track Resurfacing

	� Art Studio Upgrades

	� Band Room Upgrades

	� Media Center / Learning Commons

	� Special Education Classroom 
Upgrades

	� Dining Commons Upgrades

	� Stadium Upgrades

	� Softball / Baseball Fields 
Upgrades

	� Site Improvements

	� Floor Finish and Ceiling Upgrades

	� Interior / Exterior Doors, Frames, 
& Hardware Upgrades

	� LED Lighting Upgrades

	� HVAC Upgrades

	� New Building on 
Different District Site

	� Safe / Secure Welcome 
Center

	� PreK-5 Classrooms/ 
Learning Studios

	� Faculty Planning Center

	� STEAM Studio / Flex 
Lab

	� Art / Music Studios

	� Stage / Student Dining Area

	� Garden for Outdoor 
Learning

	� Soccer and Baseball / 
Softball Fields

	� Media Center / Learning 
Commons

	� Special Education 
Classrooms

	� Early Childhood and 
Elementary Playground 
Equipment

	� Flexible Furniture

	� Instructional Technology

A message from 
our Superintendent

Sincerely,

Dr. Ramont M. Roberts
Superintendent of Schools
Saginaw Public Schools

Create modern learning 
environments to support updated 
curricular / extra-curricular 
programming opportunities for  
our students.

Enhancements to bring our 
facilities in line with our enrollment 
projections and to provide quality 
programming and facilities in 
order to retain students and attract 
students in the future.

Merge our high school population 
in a new state-of-the-art facility to 
allow for impactful opportunities  
for our students and staff, thus 
aligning with the District’s Strategic 
Vision to unify our community.

Improve and expand facilities 
to provide equitable spaces and 
programming and to increase 
student achievement.

Improvements to address aging 
infrastructure to promote the  
health and wellness in our facilities 
and reduce the operating expenses 
of the district.

Academic  
Excellence

Operational  
Efficiency

Enrollment 
Stabilization

Community  
Spirit & Unity

Equality in  
Opportunity

bond 2020 

goals

Images on this page depict the types of spaces that could be achieved in Bond 2020. Images on this page depict the types of spaces that could be achieved in Bond 2020.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Education 

and the National Center 

on Education Statistics, “the difference  

to a child between receiving an education 

in a really well-designed, modern new 

school and a typical 42-year old school 

can be compared to the difference 

between writing in sand and surfing  

the Internet.”
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Dear Saginaw Community,

Horace Mann, a pioneer in the establishment 

of the American Public School system said, 

“Education then beyond all other devices 

of human origin is the great equalizer of 

the conditions of men”. Even in nineteenth 

century America, our predecessors knew 

that a strong and equal educational 

system leveled the playing field for all and 

provided true opportunity. This is our goal in 

developing the Strategic Plan that ultimately 

led to the proposed bond for Saginaw Public 

Schools this November. I am pleased and excited to share with you our 

master facilities plan for the upcoming Bond Program that will support 

our goals to bring necessary equality in our facilities, curricular and extra-

curricular offerings, and enhanced programming opportunities to Saginaw 

Public Schools. The motivation for embarking on this ambitious plan is 

simple: giving students in Saginaw Public Schools the best educational 

environment possible. It is well documented in research that there is a link 

between well-designed, high-quality learning environments and student 

achievement. Likewise, it is also well researched that high quality curricular 

and extra-curricular programming develops a comprehensive, well 

prepared citizen who is able to access and contribute to a global economy. 

The information contained in this brochure documents current challenges 

with our facilities: an aging infrastructure, lack of physical spaces to support 

modern programming, the connection to student enrollment trends and 

finally, the exciting improvements to our system that we are proposing. As 

I close my opening statement, I ask Why not us? Why not pursue what we 

believe is the best for our students and equality for all? If not now, when? 

Thank you for your support of Saginaw Public Schools.

Most of the current SASA building would be demolished, maintaining only the gym and auditorium. SASA would 
be relocated to the current Arthur Hill site, co-located with a new Handley Elementary School, creating a gifted 
and talented campus. A modern comprehensive high school would be built at the SASA site, which is located in 
the center of the city.

The plans and images shown on these pages represent the scope and direction for these 
projects. The final designs would be accomplished through a collaborative planning effort with 
district and community representatives.
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A message from 
our Superintendent

Sincerely,

Dr. Ramont M. Roberts
Superintendent of Schools
Saginaw Public Schools

Create modern learning 
environments to support updated 
curricular / extra-curricular 
programming opportunities for  
our students.

Enhancements to bring our 
facilities in line with our enrollment 
projections and to provide quality 
programming and facilities in 
order to retain students and attract 
students in the future.

Merge our high school population 
in a new state-of-the-art facility to 
allow for impactful opportunities  
for our students and staff, thus 
aligning with the District’s Strategic 
Vision to unify our community.

Improve and expand facilities 
to provide equitable spaces and 
programming and to increase 
student achievement.

Improvements to address aging 
infrastructure to promote the  
health and wellness in our facilities 
and reduce the operating expenses 
of the district.
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